St Nicholas of Myra School
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School Disco

Friday
27 March
5:30fi 7pm

Easter Hat
Parade & Raffle
Prize Draw
Tuesday 31
March
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Holy Week Prayer
Reflection
Thursday 2 April
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Term 2
Term 2 Resumes
Monday 20 April
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Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

What a wonderful start to the year! So much to be grateful for and feeling blessed. This Term
seen us participate in a wide range of activities.

Catholic Culture
Quality Catholic Schools Survey for parents, Years 5 and 6 students and staff.
Meeting with Stuart Ayres
Catholic Schools Week
Stage 1 Assembly
Twilight Tour
2015 Kindergarten Dinner
Parent Information Session about Religious Education, English and Mathematics
Open Classrooms
Opening Liturgy

Project Compassion

Ash Wednesday

Shrove Tuesday

Opening School Mass

Cheers and Tears Morning Tea for the new Kinder Parents
Parent Group Meetings

Fun Food Days

Fish Fingers

Spring Rolls and Fried Rice
Pancake Day

Extra Curricular
Easter Hat Parade (Tuesday 31 March 2:3@33riL0pm)
Disco (Friday 27 March 5:307pm)

Flash Mob by the Dance Troupe

Mot her s Day Muf ti Da
GRIP Leadership Day for the Student Leaders

Fun Learning Events

End of Term Awards Assembly
Writeathon

Stage Assemblies from Stage 1B and Stag

Fun Sporting Events

Cross Country

Zone Swimming Carnival
Diocesan Swimming Carnival
NSW Swimming Carnival

Faith Formation Days/Events

Holy Week Liturgy (2 April)

Staff Development Day

Diocesan Education Mass for Teachers
Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Patricks
St Josephs

Truth Through Learning
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Thank you for making this beginning term such an exciting wonderful faithful learning community! | wish you all a safe
and | cannot wait to see you again for another super term of learning and fun!

Peace and Joy
Anita Knezevic
Principal

2016 Enrolments

Enrolments are now open for Kindergarten 2016. If you have a child who will turn

5 before the 31 July, 2016 you are invited to collect an enrolment package from thd

school office and apply for enrolment. If you know of families in the area looking fo

quality Catholic Education for their chitiplease let them know that we are currently

accepting enrolments. If you currently have a student already attending St Nicholagd you
too will need to complete an enrolment package within the same time frame. We a

accepting enrolment packages at any time however our Enrolment period for interviews will commence from Monday B0

April to Friday 15 May.

Fish Finger Day Profit
Thanks to Vanessa Wheeler and Lidia Vlores for organising our Fish Food Day. A great fun food especially during Lenfl We
made $66 profit.

Catholic Culture

Principalds Lunch

Congratulations to the following students for being good learners, having beautiful manners, g
using compound sentences, using descriptive language when writing and constantly following
core values of St Nicholas of Myra.

Quality Catholic Schools Survey 2015

Thank you to all of the selected parents who have completed the survey. The survey needs to be completed by 5pm ofl Friday
tomorrow. (Yes this date has been extended) Our Year 5 and Year 6 students and staff have all completed the survey fiThe
survey should provide us with some good data about what we do well and how we can improve.

Faith Formation

Staff Development Day

This year is the Gospel of Mark. The staff participated in a faith forming day with Father Joe and Father Chris De Seuz@. Her
we were able to dig deeper into the theology around the Gospel of Mark, The Stations of the Cross and open up the
scriptures further. This was a valuable time learning with and from each other about our Catholic Faith.

" \Write -athon

able to celebrate your child's success and hard work. The d
concluded with a trivia competition about writing and an assembly. Thank you to al
students and teachers for their participation and hard work on the day. As this is ot
major fundraiser for the year, please return all sponsorship cards and money to the®
office as soon as possible. Thank you!

Reading and Writing at Home

and enjoyable time. We need to foster a love of reading and writing and not make it a chore.
Perhaps on the weekend you could read the comics from the newspaper ~“jr=z —
your child and have a go at creating a comic strip together about the ) Redders mdke the
adventures of your family. This is another great way to continue to build tl % . I
connection between reading and writing. Gl bGS'l' Wl'l'l'e!' :
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Sacraments of Reconciliation
Congratulations once again to a
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journey that you as parents already chose for them. The
are then able to fully participate in the sacramental life of
the Church and the celebrations we have as a school.

CII’

competed in the NSWCPS Mackillop
Swimming Trials, he placed 2nd in the
50m freestyle, awarded a Silver Medal
and now will compete at the NSW PSSA
2015 STATE SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIH
on Wednesday 25th March at Homebush.
On Friday he also placed overall

5th in the 50m Breast / 6th overall in the
50m Back / 10th in the 100m Freestyle

MH DANI & and 13th in the individual medal. 2
WERS !faYLy o o
Zane Madrajat the soccer player. I
for 5 years. I wear shin pads as 0 5
a game and it hurts.
Soccer boots are very important, t €
Our team trains once a week for 2 ) OVE
winning with my friends and team mates. The on
At St Nicholas of Myrawe havea 6 No h at padliogy. Iffyduackild has forgotten their hat
we DO NOT have spares in the office.
All children need to remember to bring their hats to school. They should be clearly labelled.
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Correspondence which has

been sent home in the past fortnight or with
this newsletter includes:

| CAS ComPp¥t 6t Bons
Mot her 6s
Hol y Week
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Prayer Ref
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National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence

Last Friday 20 March was National Day of Action Against
Bullying and Violence. At St Nicholas, we try to encourage
everyone to take effective Bystander Action.

Easter Raffle Prii &5 | | awvedths pawer o playsayart in helping to identify bullying
Mot her 6s Day Mufti'j_’)"eynd hel ping to minimize how
School Disco (eSO do not need to take responsibility for the Bullies actions o}

they need to make their own actions count.

e

|" ®herk iis Sirength in numbers; Bystanders can combat
bullying issues by showing their disapproval towards bullying
behaviours by

Easter Egg Raffle

Thank you to the

St Nicholas Community
for the donation of eggs. |
Lidia Vlores, Vanessa Whe¥g
Clare Fidler, Leigh Parkes,
Alma Mallunxa, Hamssa Abou-Kheir and
Anita Steed had a wonderful time
gathering all the eggs and wrapping and
creating some amazing baskets for our
raffle. And they di
Thank you so much.

Enjoy and good luck!

d

3 Direct action &

0 Take the victim away from the bully 0 just walk
up and walk away together
o Tell the bully to stop 0 you can use SWISH dand
remember asking for help is aright you have in our
school and any school
0 Dondt oltha bublylwill see this as you
agreeing with their behaviour

I 3 Get help dthis can be through SWISH or it can

be getting support from your peers to stand up
against the bullying. Sometimes Bystanders think that
what is happening is funny and they laugh, encourage
or accept what is happening this can lead to feeling
powerless, guilty or anxious about what is going on
we can activate our children to make their actions
count.

- STAMDURL
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Becoming Bully—-Proof

*Stop, Walk and Talk
*Find Allies
*Create A Safety Zone
Develop Healthy Social Skills
* Respect Others
* Communicate Clearly

OPERR OUT!

http://www.eyesonbullying.org/bystander.htinik website aims to
assist in Bully prevention.

Bystand¥
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The students of St Nicholas will be participating once again in the 2015 Premiers Reaching Challenge. More informatign will
be sent home with the children in Term 2. Below are the books we have shared in the Library this fortnight.

Chickeﬁ"Sundaf"\

Patricia Polacco
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http://www.eyesonbullying.org/bystander.html

Caroline Chisholm Colljege, Gl enmore Park
provides Catholic Hducation
for girlisl2 n Years) 7
Enrolling now for §J2016
For further infor matd7onh7 cooondea.ct the Coll ege on
Applications closel 2 April, 2015
St Nicholas of f Myra Parish
326 High St Pefqrith
4721 25009
Mass Ti mes
Saturday:Viogiml
Sunday 7:00am, 8:304gm, 10: 00am &
6: 00pm
Weekday Masses:
Monday 9. 30am
Tuesday 6: 45am, 9. 30jlam
Wednesday 6: 45am, 9:130am
Thursday 9:30am

2015 STATE ELECTION

With less than two weeks before the state election, | urge you to contact your local MPs and candidates to talk to thefn

about the importance of capital works funding for Catholic schools in western Sydney.

Without capital works funding for Catholic schools, it will be difficult to meet growing enrolment demands for Catholic

schooling. This will place an even greater burden on the tax payer if places for these children need to be found in gd¥ernmen

schools.

Recently, our Executive Director of Schools, Greg Whitby met with Minister Adrian Piccoli to urge him to consider the
needs of the 25% of children and young people who attend Catholic schools in western Syd
ney. Although the meeting was positive, no commitment to capital works funding was made. | urge you to email your

ocal

STATE member, Stuart Ayres, and STATE opposition candidate, Emma Husar, to tell them that capital works funding is an

important issue for you in the upcoming election.

DID YOU KNOW?

Local Council infrastructure charges are placing an unfair burden on Catholic schools, incurring substantial additiona

Over the past three years, the Sydnbgsed dioceses paid $18.5 million in levies and beatfaost cancelling out the entirl1
t

capital funding provided by the NSW Government for all Catholic schools. In the Parramatta Diocese, developments
Westmead incurred an additional $464,000 in local council infrastructure charges. This is money that could have bee
ed in the schools themselves, to benefit studedtbe cost of five teachers.

Talking sign notices:

Make your vote coun® How does your party support Catholic education?
This State Electiod vote 1 for Catholic education

Every vote counts because every child counts

Non-govt schools receive just 12% of all capital funding

costs

N invest
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