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SAVE THE 

DATE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 

20 June 6pm 
 

Queen’s Birthday—

Public holiday 

Monday 8 June 
 

Chicken Nugget  

money due  

Tuesday 9  June 
 

Pyjama Day 

Gold coin for Nepal 

& a Donation for 

St Vincent De Paul 

Tuesday 9 June  
 

Chicken Nugget day 

Thursday 11 June 
 

Sacred Heart  

Liturgy Friday 12 

June 9:30am in 

Hall—all are  

welcome! 
 

First Holy  

Communion  

Saturday 13 

June—Sunday 14 

June 
 

Athletics Carnival 

Tuesday 16  June 
 

ICAS Writing 

Competition  

Monday 15 June 
 

Stage 2 Parish 

Mass 

Friday 19 June 

Dear Families of St Nicholas of Myra,  

 

Today’s scripture reading from the gospel of Mark,  

 

“ The Greatest Commandment.” (Mk 12:28-34) 

 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “Which is the first of all of the commandments?” 

Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is alone!  

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength. 

 

The second is this:  

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

There is no other commandment greater than these.” The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. 

You are right in saying, He is One and there is no other than he. And to love him with all your heart, 

with all your understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is worth 

more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that (he) answered with           

understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God.” And no one dared to ask 

him any more questions.  

 

Throughout his ministry Jesus taught about the love of God for us. He knew God to be as close as a 

parent can be to their child. The writer of John’s gospel understood this relationship with God  

clearly and deeply enough to be able to say, “God is love.” 

 

All children should be trying to live the gospel values of Jesus and their family. And for the family of 

God love is perhaps the number one value! This is also evident in Matthew’s (22:36-40) Gospel as 

well as in John’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us of exactly what it is God asks of us.   

Love each other! Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.” 

It is easy to love our children, our family and our friends, but what about the annoying people or the 

people we don’t know? 

Our understanding of love can be so distorted, warped, twisted, very literal or at a surface level as 

viewed by some TV shows, movies, advertisements. Love can sometimes be under ‘conditions,’ if you 

do this then I will know you love me.  

The new commandment to “love one another” doesn’t mention exceptions. It is a call to accept 

love, to know love and to be more central in love. Just as God’s love is unconditional and eternal,    

it is a love for everyone not just someone, it is not just for those who we like but for all. 

It means being nice to those who are not nice to you. It means spending the extra time with the 

someone who irritates you, but needs the help. It means to forget and forgive. It means listening to 

the story that goes on and on and on, because it is important to be another person. It is not just 

settling for a passing wave, but stopping and asking how someone is feeling. 

This love is hard work and a sacrifice. It costs. Every time we love someone it costs us something. 

Maybe time, maybe money, maybe friends. It’s not easy, but like a thoughtful present the true value 

is hidden in the giving, not the receiving. 

This scripture is about the charism of Love. A charism is like a living gift. It is a way of living or doing, 

inspired by Jesus, which links us to God. Love is also a gift. The treasure in loving is that when we 

love, we always receive more than we give. Love has the potential to change us, and those around 

us, at the very centre of our being. We are transformed everyday in this giving and getting of love. 
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Marianne Williamson, “A Return to Love” states, “From Love is what we are born with. Fear is what we learn. The spiritual 

journey is the unlearning of fear and prejudices and the acceptance of love back in our hearts. Love is the essential reality and 

our purpose on earth.” 

How have the things you have said and done today expressions of unconditional love? 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

Fun Food Days  

Cheese and Bacon Roll Day  

Thank you for supporting our Cheese and Bacon Roll Day! We were able to raise $126.65 Thank you to the parent helpers 

for their time and energy for our all of our students.  

 

Pizza Day 

Thank you for supporting our Pizza Day! We were able to raise $98.69. Thank you to the Lidia Vlores, Vanessa Wheeler and 

Claire Fidler for their time, patience and efforts before and on the day. 

 

Social Justice and Catholic Culture 

I would like to thank all of our families for supporting the Diocesan Works Fund Appeal this May. The DWF appeal’s theme, 

“Faith at Work” has been held in parishes and Catholic schools this month. The appeal gives us the opportunity to act     

together as a diocesan family to support ministries and services that no single individual or parish can offer. For example, it 

supports hospital chaplains, catechists who teach the Catholic faith in state schools, prison chaplains, and Catholic Care Social 

Services. St Nicholas of Myra held two mufti days to assist this charity. From our Football Jersey Day we were able to raise 

$242 and from our Crazy Hair, Sock and Mufti Day we were able to raise $218.40. St Nicholas of Myra has been able to  

donate $460.40 to this charity. Thank you for your all of your support and efforts on these days!   

Trivia Night 

Saturday 20 June at 6:00pm in the school hall 

 

WOW! We are so blessed to have so many people who have donated some great prizes 

for this night - donations are still welcomed!  

 

Hurry as we only have a few tables left to fill. It is $15 per person or $120 for a table 

of 10. It is an adult only event and all are welcome! If you feel you are not good at 

Trivia – you do not need to be as you are able to buy some answers, the questions cover varied topics so as to 

engage all different knowledge gifts. We have many fun games to participate in and win some great prizes. 

Trivia is a great community event that is filled with fun and laughter! 

Teachers are Learners Too! 

Last week, Mrs Smith and Miss Joseph attended a Science Values learning day. Part of the learning with CEDP is around how 

we can instil Catholic Values in all Key Learning Areas (KLAs). Over the coming weeks, other staff members will be attending 

different KLAs and values.  

 

Last Friday, Mrs Spyrou and Miss Joseph attended A Day with the Notre Dame Folk Choir in Parramatta. This was a unique 

opportunity to interact and learn with young, inspirational musicians from the University of Notre Dame USA, to sing and 

pray together, to demonstrate how music can inspire and nurture faith, to understand how assemblies can be encouraged to 

sing in the liturgy, and to foster dialogue between music teachers and RECs about how great music can enhance school-based 

liturgies. 

  

The Notre Dame Folk Choir is a world renowned youth choir numbering sixty vocalists and instrumentalists with a wide 

repertoire of music from all over the world. We were fortunate that the Notre Dame Folk Choir offered its talent to    

Catholic schools in Parramatta on their 2015 tour of Australia. 

 
Yesterday Mrs Cole, Miss Westbrook and Miss Hoare continued their learning with the Monash University Project.  

This project looks at the learning of fractions for Stage 3 students. 
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Kindergarten 
 
 

Year 3 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 

 
Year 4 

 
 

 

 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

 

 

 

Absent Notes 

Earlier this year, information was handed out about the changes as to how absences are being  

totalled. As you are aware the class roll is a legal document that we are required to keep up to date and accurate. As a school 

we are required to have a note for any child/children who are absent with an explanation. For example: 

 

3 June 2015 

Dear Mrs Roll, 

Betty Smith was absent on the 2 June 2015 as she was sick with a cold.  

Thanking you 

(Parent Signature) 

 

 

FACES – Absent Notes 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing patience as we become more familiar with our new administrative system. This 

system will automatically generate letters to parents and carers if a note for a child’s absence is not explained within 3 days 

and then again for 7 days. As with all new systems if there is a time when the letter you have received incorrect please just 

communicate this to our office staff either in an email or by phone. I thank you in advance for your patience and support.  

 

A reminder that hair cuts are not to be radical and that boys need a normal 

school boy’s hair cuts. This includes no mohawks, undercuts or lines cut into 

the hair – under and line cuts are also applicable to the girls. Girls with long 

hair must have this tied back and off the face. Hair ribbons should be in school colours and not multiple colours 

etc. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Kiss and Drive 

The Kiss and Drive is again causing some concern. This area is used for exactly as it says – KISS AND DRIVE. 

At no time should you park in this area. When dropping children off here, you as the driver are not to leave 

the vehicle. I would ask parents and carers to comply with this issue as it is causing frustration with other 

members of the community. 

However, I would ask that if you notice a parent having difficulties in this area to be patient and not use 

horns or other method to aggravate a situation. 

Students and Teachers are Learners Too! 

As a part of safety each term we rehearse different evacuations within our school at different times. Sometimes the students 

are aware that this is going to occur and at other times it is unknown. We rehearse as many scenarios as possible. Yesterday 

we practised a lock down and the students responded safely, quietly and quickly.  

 

Extra Curricula  

Students are Learners Too! 

During the year, we offer opportunities for students to participate in the International Competitions and Assessments for 

Schools (ICAS). Last week, we had 2 students participate in the ICAS Digital Technologies Test. We congratulate these  

students on these extra learning efforts. This week we had 4 students who participated in the ICAS Science and Technology 

examine. We are always proud of the students who put up their hand to participate in extra learning situations.  

Congratulations! 

Jersey Day 
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 Pyjama Day St Vincent de Paul (a donation) 

and Nepal Caritas (a gold coin) 

 Catholic Outlook 

 Athletics Carnival Permission note 

 Parent Teacher Online Interview Notes 

 Year 6 Graduation Note regarding Fundraisers 

 Captivate permission notes 

 Chicken Nugget Day 

 Chocolate Drive Fundraiser note 

 

Correspondence which has  

been sent home in the past fortnight or with  

this newsletter includes: 

SOCCER  

GALA 

DAY 

Crazy Hair and Sock Day 
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St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday   9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday  9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 

Next World Youth Day 2016 Krakow Pilgrimage Info Night: 15 June 

Our Diocese plans to accompany more than 400 young people and stu-

dents to World Youth Day next year. Two itineraries will take us 

through Poland and the Philippines before the week-long celebration in 

Krakow. Information nights will be held in different parts of the Diocese 

for interested young people, their parents, teachers and clergy. They will 

run from 7pm-8.30pm. 

  - Monday 15 June at St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Parramatta; - -

- Tuesday 16 June at Our Lady of the Angels Parish, Rouse Hill. 

 For more information visit our diocesan WYD website: 

www.parrawyd.org or contact James Camden – Director of 

Catholic Youth Parramatta: jcamden@parra.catholic.org.au  

On Tuesday 26th May, Stage 2 made mudbricks in Science and Technology. We are studying the First 

fleet and wanted to experience what it would be like for the convicts, who built their homes out of 

these materials.  

We wrote a procedure in English to follow, then gathered all our materials and made the bricks. We 

have to leave them for a few weeks to let them dry.  

We had lots of fun learning and getting very muddy. We realised it was hard work and would have taken 

the convicts a lot of time to make enough bricks to built an entire house.   


