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SAVE THE 

DATE 
Fri 28 Oct 

Mufti Day for  

PBSL Launch 

Wear Orange, 

Green or Purple 

No Donation! 
 

World  

Teacher’s Day 
 

1:45pm  

S2 Assembly  

PBSL Launch 
 

Sun 30 Oct 

Way of Mercy  

Celebration 

11:30am Mass 

St Nicholas Church 
 

Mon 31 Oct 

9:30 - 11am 

2017  

Kindergarten  

Transition  
 

Tues 1 Nov 

Basketball  

Programme 
 

Wed 2 Nov 

2:30pm 

All Saints/All 

Souls Liturgy 
 

Thurs 3 Nov 

Salad Roll Day 
 

Fri 4 Nov 

Gymnastics Gala 

Day 
 

Thurs 10 Nov 

Kindergarten Billy 

Cart Incursion 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra families,  
 

The Way of Mercy 
 

What an amazing opportunity we experienced on Tuesday. I was so proud of the 
prayerfulness of the children when they were venerating the cross. What a faith filled 
 moving experience we had as a Catholic community. Being able to pray with and for each 
student in the whole school whilst venerating the Mercy Cross was an extraordinary, very 
moving experience and a privilege to be a part of as Principal.    
 
The Mercy Cross provided by the Parish of Richmond and Relics of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop and Mother Teresa of Calcutta journeying to St Nicholas of Myra school and  
parish. This is a once in a life time opportunity to be a part of two extraordinary Catholic 
women. 
 

Thank you to those who could join us on Tuesday. If you were unable to be apart of our  

veneration this week, this Sunday St Nicholas of Myra Parish at 11:30am will be having the 

Way of the Cross Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary MacKillop of the Cross MacKillop 

Following her canonisation in 2010, the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart provided the 

Diocese with a relic that is a strand of Mary MacKillop’s hair. 

Mary is our diocesan patron and the Diocese has a special connection to Australia’s only 

recognised saint. Blue Mountains woman Veronica Hopson developed acute myeloblastic 

leukaemia in the early 1960s. 

Her complete recovery, without scientific explanation and through prayers to Mary    

MacKillop, was the miracle accepted by the Vatican in 1993 which led to Mary’s                

beatification in 1995. 

Mary worked in the community, reaching out to the poor to raise them up through the   

service of education. 
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Upper Blue Mountains Parish is named for St Mary of the Cross. Eighteen diocesan schools have close links to Mary 

MacKillop who visited St Nicholas of Myra Primary at Penrith, the first Josephite school established in the Diocese in 

1852. 

Message from Mother Teresa 

Fr Paul Roberts EV has provided the relics of Blessed Mother Teresa – a message and a card. 

The message from her was hand written in January 1986. Fr Paul was visiting India that year, before he was a priest, 

and met Mother Teresa and her Missionaries of Charity at the home for the dying in Kolkata. 

He asked if she would write a message for his students at Gilroy 

Catholic College, Castle Hill, where he was a teacher. 

After she wrote the message, Mother Teresa smiled and chuckled, 

surprisingly asking: “Paul, would you also like my business card?’” 

She hurried from the room and returned with the small card, now 

faded. 

The card reads: 

The Fruit of Silence is Prayer 

The Fruit of Prayer is Faith 

The Fruit of Faith is Love 

The Fruit of Love is Service 

 

After Blessed Teresa was canonised on 4 September this year, the 

written piece and card are classified as second-class relics. 

 
Mercy Cross 

In 1990, the Redemptorists came to Richmond Parish to give a mission where they engaged the interest and        

imagination of parishioners. The focal point of the mission was a large cross, built by the late Paul Krupner, which 

was central to the prayers of the faithful. 

On Good Friday each year,  it is carried into St Monica’s Church at the time of adoration of the cross. This action has 

touched the lives of many over the years and has brought a realism to what Jesus did for us. 

The parish is delighted to share this precious symbol of 

faith with the Diocese.  

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

Principal 
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Last term I had the opportunity to attend World Youth Day in Poland where the theme had been around the year of mercy 
and how the pilgrims could be the face of mercy. The Parramatta pilgrims, including myself were fortunate enough to have a 
mission side to the pilgrimage where we went to the Philippines to work closely with the community in Bohol that had been 
affected by an earthquake. My group was lucky enough to visit Bolod Elementary School in Bohol, the school was similar to 
St Nicholas as it was filled with happiness, laughter and faith.  
 
During my time at the school I reflected on the amount of help we were providing the community and I kept on  asking my-
self is this helpful? Should we be doing more than this? We had spent much of our time with the children playing games and 
sports, learning songs and exchanging languages. However, after some reflection time and a beautiful letter written to me by 
one of the students in year 6 that read ‘love makes a difference’ I came to realise that the work we had been doing was 
much more powerful. Our time spent within the school was a symbol of Gods love for these children. Our songs and games 
made them feel special and valued.  
 
Whilst I am sure the children enjoyed our time together, I feel as though I have also learned so much from them too. Many 
of the children live a simple life often without wholesome meals, proper clothing, medical care and school supplies. Despite 
this they were some of the most joyous children I have met and have an unfailing love of God. I came to learn that acts of 
mercy don’t have to be big fire work moments, they can be the small, kind gestures and that is what Pope Francis has been 
challenging us to do, not only this year during the year of mercy but throughout our whole lives. I have also learned that we 
should focus on our relationship with others and God, we should be thankful for the things we do have and the special  
people in our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the Philippines, we made the journey to Poland, the host for World Youth Day. During the pilgrimage we visited 
many places where Saint Pope John Paul 11 lived and spent time praying. This was important as Saint Pope John Paul 11 is 
the patron Saint of World Youth Day and was a man of peace and a strong advocate for  mercy. There were many special 
moments throughout World Youth Day but particularly on the vigil of the final mass where millions of pilgrims from all 
around the world were gathered to pray, united in faith and it was absolutely silent. It was a very special moment to be apart 
of. 
 
As a gift to the school I have an image of the Divine Mercy from Poland. The Divine mercy image is special because Jesus  
appeared to St Faustina and she then painted the original image of Jesus as he appeared to her. St Faustina signed the image 
with ‘Jesus I trust in you.’ I thought this image was a perfect symbol to remind us all about how we can be more merciful in 
our lives.  
 
Hannah Khalifeh 



Truth Through Learning 

Kindergarten 
 
 

Year 3 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 

 
Year 4 

 
 

 

 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

 

 

Christmas Raffle Donations  
Our annual festive Christmas Raffle is fast approaching, if you have any donations from local businesses or from 
yourself please send in any donations this raffle by Monday 28 November 2016. 
 
Summer Uniform 
Students should have transitioned to summer uniform. Please ensure that your child complies with all aspects of 
our school uniform policy from Monday 31 October. 
 
Swimming Program 
This time of year is a great opportunity to discuss water safety and the importance of being safe. This ties in well 
with our 3 Expectations around being safe, respectful and a learner. We need to learn how to be water safe for 
self and others; i.e. walking around a pool, to always have an adult watching, to not eat half an hour before swim-
ming etc. Please ensure you have received and completed all the necessary forms and have this conversation 
about water safety. 
 
Happy World Teacher’s Day  
I would like to personally take this time to thank our dedicated 
and hard working staff members who care deeply for the        
students, work extensively both at home and during work to 
prepare learning that matters and for doing this work in a loving 
manner.  
 
Often our teachers spend many hours preparing, organising, 
providing feedback to students, analysing data, collaborating 
with each other, communicating, giving counsel to students, 
parents and each other. Teachers constantly think and reflect 
about their vocation or a child/staff member in need. 
 
The work we do is way beyond the classroom or school hours – to teach one must have a huge heart, a huge     
engine to keep going and a sense of God and wonder for the innocence and unexpected joy children often bring to 
our lives. 
 
Thank you for the visible and invisible work you do! Teaching is a true calling - a gift of self and service to our  
Catholic and Penrith community. 
 
Thank you to the Parent Group, in particular Clare Fidler, Sarah Lestal and Rachelle Carter for spoiling our teachers 
on World Teachers Day with a great feast! The time to sit and indulge in a lunchtime that was not on the run (nor 
tasting or smelling of tuna) was truly appreciated. 
 
 

                 2017 Kindergarten Transition 
Thank you to all of the parents who have been attending these  
important transition meetings. It has been fantastic to get to you 
know and your child better. We have our final session this Monday 
31 October 2016 at 9:30 – 11:00am in the hall. This information 
session will have guest speakers as a closing liturgy with the 2016 
and the 2017 Kindergarten students. A show bag for the 2017    
children and a folder for the parents will be distributed. We also 
welcome you to come and attend our Christmas Concert on Friday 
9 December 2016. It has been an absolute pleasure and honour to 
welcome you to our school as well as getting to know other family 
members. We look forward this our final official transition meeting.  
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Parent Group for 2017 
Thank you to the great parents and carers of our school who continually give of 
their time whether at home or in school, efforts and donations, further  
thank yous and acknowledgements to the 2016 Parent Group will be occurring        
towards the end of the year. Our final meeting for this year will be on Monday 
14 November at 6:30 pm in the office or Stage 3 learning space depending on 
the attendance numbers. 
 
This meeting is for anyone who is interested in being; 
 a parent representative for their Stage/Year group (you may decide to do 

this with someone else as well) for next year  
 or/as well as being in a formal role of the Parent Group, such as; 
 

Chairperson 
Treasurer 
Pastoral Care 
Secretary and  
Canteen 
 

These roles are vital and are the reason why our students have so many different food days, mufti days, mothers 
and fathers day stalls etc. These sessions also are a sounding board for the Principal to gather insights and inform 
our school community of directions etc. This is a one year commitment but you are more than welcome to          
continue for many more years. The one year commitment is to ensure a variety of parents can be involved and 
be heard. 
 
Please pray and seriously consider this opportunity, please complete the Parent Group Nomination Form and 
send to the school office by Friday 11 November 2016. These notes outline the roles, the commitment and what 
they entail.  If you are interested in assuming a representative role for your child’s grade but you are unable to 
make the meeting on Monday 14 November 2016 at 6:30 pm, I asked you to complete the attached form and 
return it to the school office by Friday 11 November 2016. Should we receive too many volunteers,                   
representatives will be chosen by the school’s leadership team to ensure that a wide representative group is 
formed.  
 
============================================================================================ 
 

Parent Group Nomination Form for 2017 
 
 

I/We am/are interested in being part of a formal role of  ___________________ in the Parent Group for 2017  
           
            
 
I/We am/are interested in being the Parent Representative for my child in Year ___________ 
 

 
 
Name/s:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact Number:___________________________Email:______________________________ 
 
 
Signature:_________________________________________ 
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On Wednesday and Thursday of Week 1 we were fortunate 

enough to receive a return visit by the Sydney Thunder  

Cricket staff. As a follow up to the clinics conducted in Term 

1 every class participated in activities to practise our cricket 

skills such as a batting game, bowling and catching. But the 

highlight was the visit to the Sydney Thunder Bus where the 

children could play interactive games and watch some cricket 

action on the large television screens. 

We would like to thank the Sydney Thunder for this       

wonderful opportunity and for providing such worthwhile and      

enjoyable activities for all our students just as the Big Bash 

League is about to start.              

                 Go the SYDNEY THUNDER!!!  

Our Mission Team attended the Diocesan Mission Mass along with  

other schools in the Diocese. The Team set up a stall displaying their 

achievements this year i.e. Winter Sleep Out, Project Compassion, 

Blue Day, Yellow Mellow Day just to name a few. This day also gave 

them an opportunity to see what others are doing to help within their 

communities. 

Thank you Breanna Haladus, Caleb Parkes, Samual Simmons, Alex   

Stevens, Georgina Child, Isaac Brown, Tara Teuma and Skye Haladus 

for your contribution to St Nicholas of Myra Mission Team.  

Very Proud of you all! 
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 Basketball Gala Day 

 Way of Mercy Celebrations 

 Curriculum Overviews 

 Swim School Permission and Assessment 

 PBS4L Launch Mufti and Special Assembly 

 Term 4 Calendar 

 Salad Roll Day 

Correspondence which has  

been sent home in the past fortnight or with  

this newsletter includes: 

St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday  9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday   9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2017 

We understand that family circumstances alter and that children sometimes need to change schools. If you know 
that you will not be attending St Nicholas of Myra in 2017 please advise the school and complete a notification of 
leaving form that is available from the school office. You are reminded that concerns regarding financial          
difficulties is not a reason for seeking another school, as the Catholic Education Office and St Nicholas of Myra 
can and will assist families with meeting these costs when genuine financial difficulties arise. We have healthy 
enrolments for most classes in 2017, with some children on waiting lists, so in fairness to these families we ask 
you to let us know if you are changing schools. If you know of anyone considering a Catholic school education for 
their child at St Nicholas of Myra from 2017, in any grade, please encourage them to contact the school as soon 
as possible to assist us with our planning.  
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