
Truth Through Learning 

Term 2 Week 7 

2016 

St Nicholas of Myra School 
PO Box 265, Penrith 2751.    Phone: (02) 4721 2623  Fax:  (02) 4721 0141 

Email: stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au    
 Website: http://www.stnicholaspenrith.catholic.edu.au 

SAVE THE 

DATE 
Fri 10 June 

12:10pm Parish 

Mass—Kinder 

and Stage 3 
 

2:30pm  

Assembly in 

Hall 

Stage 2  

Coordinating 
 

Mon 13 June 

QUEEN’S 

BIRTHDAY 

PUBLIC  

HOLIDAY 

No students at 

school 
 

Tues 14 June 

Staff  

Development 

Day 

No students at 

school 
 

Thurs 16 June 

Lasagne or 

Macaroni 

Cheese Fun 

Food Day 
 

Fri 17 June 

Reports to be 

sent home 
 

Wed 22 June 

Captivate  

Performance 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families,  

 

This week in the scriptures we hear from John 16: 12-15. I selected this reading to reflect on and 

to challenge our community and myself as our motto is “Truth through Learning.”  

 

“When, however, the Spirit come, who reveals the truth about God, he will lead you into all the 

truth. He will not speak on his own authority, but he will speak of what he hears and will tell you 

of things to come. He will give me glory, because he will take what I say and tell it to you. All that 

my father has is mine; that is why I said that the Spirit will take what I give him and tell it to 

you.” (verses 13-15) 

 

Many people say truth is relative. What’s true for me may not be true for you. Truth has to do 

with your own experiences and how you interpret those experiences. 

 

But Jesus says that the Spirit reveals the truth about God and will lead you into truth. What truth 

is that? Does the Spirit reveal something to me but something different to you? In that case there 

would be many truths, not the one truth that Jesus speaks. 

 

There is only one truth. But it’s not a theory or experience; it’s a person. Jesus says, “I am the way, 

the truth and the life.” (John 14:6). When the Spirit reveals the truth, he reveals Jesus Christ. 

When the Sprit speaks, he speaks what Jesus says. 

 

Truth isn’t relative. The truth is Jesus. Those who remain in Jesus are continually led to truth and 

have the truth revealed to them. Those who don’t remain in Jesus won’t know the truth.        

Sometimes it is hard to let go and complete trust in Jesus, to be vulnerable to the truth and be 

challenged with our perceptions.  

 

Dear Heavenly Father, please continue to send  

your Holy Spirit to me, so that I may know the  

Truth. Amen.  

 

Open Book Publishers. (2003). Refreshments  

for Each Day. p.158. 

 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

 
 
Staffing Changes 

I would like to thank Mrs Nicole Bray for her Mathematical leadership during this first half of the 

year. Due to family reasons and commitments Mrs Bray has decided to step down from this role. 

Mrs Bray will continue teaching Stage 3 and her EMU Specialist role with our Stage 3 students. 

I thank her for the sharing of her gifts, time and effort during this semester.  

 

I am sure you join me in congratulating and welcoming Mrs Lisa Cutajar to the Leadership of the 

school. Her role will be to lead the learning in Mathematics. Her Stage 2 teaching and Stage 1 EMU 

Specialist role will continue as it has throughout this half of the year. Mrs Cutajar brings her      

specialised training, her passion and love of Maths to the Leader of Mathematics. 

 

I would like to acknowledge Mr Adam Simpson for becoming a Leader of Learning in HSIE (History 

and Geography) as well continuing with our Media Team/Technology Leader.  

 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY TUESDAY 14 JUNE 

NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 



 

Truth Through Learning 
Page 2 

Fun Food Day – Noodles 

Thank you to Kristy, Katrina and Helena for organising our Noodle Day last week. Thanks for your continued 

support with our Fun Food Days we were able to raise  $66.54. 

 

Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser 

We still have $2 chocolates available to sell if your require more.  Please return money along with any unsold 

chocolates to school ASAP. Thank you 

 

 

Stage 3 Camp – 

Thank you to Stage 3 Teachers and Miss Joseph for the organisa-

tion and giving up time away from their families to provide special 

memories for the Stage 3 students. 

We would like to thank the following Dads, Mr Parkes and         

Mr Smith for giving up their family and work time to help our 

school during this camp.  

 

 

Learning  
Half Yearly Reports and Interviews  
Throughout the year, in Terms 2 and 4 a report is sent home to parents and carers to communicate the learning 
your child. Tomorrow a note will be sent home explaining when and how the online interview booking system     
operates. (This is not open yet to book.) The half yearly interview is an expectation for all parents and carers to 
attend throughout this final week of Term 2. It is a fantastic time to celebrate the great but also provide a way 
forward for the students learning in the second half of the year.  
 
Extra Curricula 
ICAS Science Competition  
Congratulations to Levi Briggs, Christopher Nicholopoulos, Mae Price and Talya Arokianathan for their                 
participation in this Science competition. 
 

Landscaping 
We are planning to clear and flatten the back left hand corner of our Playground 
(where there was once a large tree). If you or you may know of a business with a 
backhoe to quote for this job. Please contact the school office for more details.  
(02) 47212623 or email stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

ENROLMENT VACANCIES  

YEARS 2—6 

Vacancies exist in  

Years 2—6. 

Please spread the 

word to family and 

friends who may be  

interested in enrolling 

their child  at 

St Nicholas of Myra. 

 

Thank you 
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Kindergarten 
 
 

Year 3 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 

 
Year 4 

 
 

 

 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

 

 

On Wednesday June 8, children from K-6 had the opportunity to watch a musical             

performance. This took place in the school hall and the school covered the cost for this    

incursion.  

Tjupurru plays the Didjeribone that is an Australian made and designed instrument fusing 

the elements of the didjeridoo and trombone. His shows present a seamless entertaining and 

educational exploration of ancient tradition, modern technology and personal creative       

development. Tjupurru shares his inspiring personal journey, the history of his culture and 

the Djabera Djabera Tribe and the expressions of Aboriginal art and music.  
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Kindergarten  

Liturgy 
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At camp I learnt how to shoot a bow and arrow and then shot it so close to  

the bullseye. I had my photo taken with it. I also learnt how to canoe with  

one paddle but I was in the back so I got drenched by the person in the 

front. On the Challenge Course my group did balancing activities and one of  

them was like a bowl of nutrigrain and we were the ants trying to get across,  

we had to use 3 different types of planks to connect the nutrigrain.   

Mae Price 
 

Hi, I’m Gabby Xinos I went to camp last week on Thursday and came back 

Friday afternoon. I’m going to tell you what we learnt at camp. We were learning 

a lot about how to work together all the time. We learnt an activity called the 

challenge course, we also learnt how to co-operate in activities we do at school  

or in anything else. 

 

There is also something you would hate, it will freak you out, it is called the      

GIANT SWING. We learnt that if you go all the way to the top it is  really scary 

when you pull the rope to go for a swing. That is all I have to say  

today, there might be some more to come. 

 

 

 

My camp experience was great, I had so much fun, I don’t even know 

where to start. What I like the most about camp was the activities. We 

went on a challenge course, we did canoeing, archery and my favourite 

THE GIANT SWING!!! When I looked at it first I thought “oh it’s not 

that big”, but then when it was finally my turn I took back everything I 

said. To put it lightly it was the scariest thing I’ve ever had to do.       

The food was delicious, we had everything from wraps to roast beef, 

pancakes and burgers and they all tasted very good. That was my camp 

experience. 

Joshua Busine 
 

On Thursday 2nd June, Stage 3 spent two 

exciting days at Teen Ranch in Cobbitty. 

We participated in four activities: archery, canoeing, challenge course and 

the giant swing. These activities were extremely fun and we all felt ful-

filled. My favourite activity was the GIANT swing. 

 

The giant swing was my number one activity because it was the most     

exhilarating and everyone had a job even though it wasn’t your turn on the 

swing. When it was my turn to get pulled up it was terrifying. When I was 

pulled to the top we had to pull a rope. It was spine-chilling but I was   

going to pull that rope. I said in my head 3….2….1...GO. That’s when I 

pulled the rope went flying through the air at what felt like 110km/second. I was spinning back and 

forth, back and forth until I stopped. That was the best ride I’ve ever been on. 

 

Overall camp was the best experience and I never wanted to leave, but I still remember all the fun 

I had and I’m sure all of Stage 3 did too.  Mariah Nicholopoulos 
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Prayer 
 

This year the staff and students of St Nicholas of Myra have been 
learning different ways to write prayers and to pray. One of the prayer 
forms we have learnt is the form P.R.A.Y.  Below is an example of how 
to write a prayer using this structure and some of our student’s pray-
ers  

P – Praise: Tell God you love him and thank him. 

 

R – Repent: Say sorry for your failings and turn to God, so that your sins may be forgiven. 

 

A- Ask: Ask God to help you and others. We need to be confident that God hears our prayers. 

 

Y - Yes/Yield: Say yes to God in your life. Allow God to impact on what you do. 

 

Here is a sample prayer using this form: 
 
Praise: Dear God, I praise you for the gifts you give us to share with others. 
 
Repent: I am sorry that I have not been so ready to forgive others. 
 
Ask: I ask you to guide me through the gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, coun-
sel, knowledge, fortitude, piety, and wonder. 
 
Yield: I want to be more open to using the gifts I have received and sharing them with the people I meet. 
Amen. 
 

Student P.R.A.Y Prayer Examples: 
 

Miss Nicole Hoare 
Acting Religious Education Coordinator 
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Mathematics at St Nicholas 

This year students are focusing on visualisation to solve problems in mathematics, in particular 

moving from concrete models, to partial models to abstract mental images. 

Visualisation involves creating images in your mind to help solve problems. We visualise a model of 

the problem in our heads in order to make sense of and solve the problem. 

 

Visualisation in mathematics has three main purposes: 

 to step into a problem 

 to model 

 to plan ahead 

 

You will hear teachers ask key questions to encourage students to visualise a problem such as 

“What would happen if?”, “ Can you imagine?”, “What if I move?”  or “I can see”. This allows       

students to move from using concrete materials to represent and solve a problem to seeing the 

problem in our head, visualising, to represent and solve the problem. 

 

Our students use visualisation in a range of ways. 

 

“I imagine adding the counters in my head” Oliver, Year 1 

 

“ I imagine an array of dots in my head and I visualise how many there would be altogether “     

Jayden, Year 2 

 

“Visualisation is to imagine something in your head, like when I solve a ‘times as many’ question” 

Elyssa, Year 3 

 

“I imagine shapes moving from one side to another to form new shapes” Zena, Year 4 

 

"Try and get the picture in your head and keep it; don't let go of it, just keep thinking about it. 

Visualising is about looking at something from a different angle." Isaac, Year 5 

 

“I use visualisation when solving arrays when I can not see the entire problem. I imagine the array 

and use groups to solve the problem” Dylan, Year 6 

 

Solving an area problem by visualising 

shapes to make one centimetre 

square    

A partial model of an array 

A visualisation anchor chart  
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English at St Nicholas - The Writing Continuum 
 

Students at St Nicholas are learning to make connections between their reading 

and writing. Each morning students in Years K-6 engage in over 100 minutes of 

Literacy learning in order to develop those connections. Staff and students are 

using the K-6 Literacy Continuum to support the writing, editing and publishing 

process. In each learning space across the school visitors will find a Writing 

Continuum, which is divided into clusters. The purpose of this tool is for  

students to track their own writing. Students use the continuum to identify what 

they are doing well already and then use the clusters to determine what is their 

next step to improve their writing. This effective tool can help even our  

youngest learners to become independent and to have ownership for their  

learning. Teachers have taught all students how to use the Writing Continuum. 

Be sure to ask your child how they are progressing. 
 

 

 

       

 

Mentor Texts 

Show me, don’t just tell me!! One of the most effective ways of assisting stu-

dents with their learning is to show them what is expected of them. Mentor texts 

are rich text which teachers have specifically chosen as an example of what 

good writing is. Writers of any age can use mentor texts to inform their own 

writing. For example, a teacher may select a mentor text which demonstrates 

authentic and rich descriptive language. Reading such a text and deconstructing 

it helps the students to see how the author has created imagery and served the 

intended purpose. Mentor texts will vary depending on the intended learning  

intention. Across all grades at St Nicholas students have been exposed to a  

variety of mentor texts. 
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BUILDING CHILD SAFE COMMUNITIES – NEW FORMS FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS AND CONTRACTORS 
 
‘Building Child Safe Communities’ is a new initiative developed by Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta that 
enhances our commitment to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all  students in our care. It is now a requirement 
that all volunteers and contractors complete an online undertaking form that confirms expectations in relation to 
behaviour whilst volunteering or contracting at schools, Catholic Out of Schools Hours Care and Catholic Early 
Learning Centres. This undertaking form also seeks to determine the suitability of volunteers and contractors by 
requiring them to declare that they do not have a criminal history involving children.  
 
 Volunteers – please click on ‘Building Child Safe Communities – Undertaking for 
Volunteers’ or access the form via the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta public webpage http://
www.parra.catholic.edu.au, then click on ‘Child Protection Training Forms’ (halfway down page on the right hand 
side). 
 

Then click on ‘Volunteer Form’ (halfway down page). 
 
You will receive a confirmation email once the form has been submitted. 
Your details are maintained confidentially in a central database and a copy of 
your confirmation is emailed to the location where you are volunteering. 

 

 Contractors – please click on ‘Building Child Safe Communities – Undertaking for Contractors or access the 
form via the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta public webpage http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au, 
then click on ‘Child Protection Training Forms’ (halfway down page on the right hand side). 

 
 

    Then click on ‘Contractor Form’ (bottom of page). 
 

      You will receive a confirmation email once the form has been submitted. Your 
details are maintained confidentially in a central database and a copy of your 
confirmation is emailed to the location where you are contracting. 

 
A new form is required: 
 

 For each location that you are a volunteer or contractor 

 If any of the details you have provided on the form change  
 
We thank all volunteers and contractors for their continued support of Catholic Education. 

Mayoral Excellence of School Leaders                                                                                                                  

Congratulations to Owen Smith, Jasmine Teuma, Taliah Cini and Mariah Nicholopoulos who received   

recognition from the Mayor for their service and leadership 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/parra.catholic.edu.au/forms/d/12nXsp241PhD3n0kt9gu7MOykPlsfigrxPBzQUFiv8_g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/parra.catholic.edu.au/forms/d/12nXsp241PhD3n0kt9gu7MOykPlsfigrxPBzQUFiv8_g/viewform
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au
https://docs.google.com/a/parra.catholic.edu.au/forms/d/12nXsp241PhD3n0kt9gu7MOykPlsfigrxPBzQUFiv8_g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KFdhL-F7HC3zANRgvtLcEx09UneNzHYM-L2nHAieKuE/viewform
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KFdhL-F7HC3zANRgvtLcEx09UneNzHYM-L2nHAieKuE/viewform


 

 

 

 Pyjama Day - St Vincent de Paul Appeal 

 Winter Sleepout - Yrs 3– 6 

 Catholic Outlook 

 Macaroni Cheese and Lasagne Day 

 COSHC Pupil Free Day availability 

Correspondence which has  

been sent home in the past fortnight or with  

this newsletter includes: 

 

38 Derby Street 
Kingswood Penrith 2747 

 
Phone: (02) 47368151 
Open: 8:30am to 5:30pm 
 

Visit our Website for further  
information: 

 
http://www.therabee.com/ 

Children’s Dental Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bringing your children to the Dentist for 
bi-annual checkups from an early age is the 
key to good oral health for their whole lives.  
It makes visiting their Dentist a normal      
experience as they learn to establish a good 
dental hygiene regimen necessary for     
maintaining healthy teeth and gums. 
 
At Dr Tran’s Dental Practice in Kingswood, 
we love working with kids and strive to make 
your child’s experience at the Dentist a 
great one. Call us today on ph: 4737 3377 
to start your child on a lifetime of healthy 
smiles. 
 
Routine checkups with Dr Tran is just $30 / 
child 12 years and under. 
 
Phone: 4737 3377 
Address: Suite G06, 68 Derby St Kingswood 
NSW 2747 (opposite Nepean Hospital) 
Web: www.drtransdentalkingswood.com.au 

COSCH 
Out of School Hours Care is available 

TUESDAY FOR STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
For further information please contact  0418 260 386 

Or visit 
COSHCSStNicholasPenrith@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Closing applications by 1pm tomorrow (Friday 10 June) 
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Come down to The Joan Sutherland Performing Art Centre and Penrith Regional Gallery & 
The Lewers Bequest this winter for some great fun and stay warm with our winter program filled 
with shows, exhibitions and workshops.   
 
The Moon’s A Balloon  
17 & 18 June 
The Moon’s a Balloon is a moving and eloquent story 
that explores childhood play, invention, friendship and 
connection in a highly visual performance that is beau-
tifully complemented by magical lighting, digital image-
ry and a stunning soundscape. 
 
 
 
The Little Prince 
1 & 2 July  
For more than 70 years this timeless story has brought joy to adults 
and children alike with its beautiful insights and humour. Join the  
Little Prince and discover for yourself that those things which are 
essential are invisible to the eye. 
 
 

 
Snugglepot & Cuddlepie 
5 – 7 July  
CDP’s Snugglepot and Cuddlepie 
production is adapted from a series 
of books by May Gibbs. 
The much loved characters come to 
life on stage in this funny and 
charming contemporary adaption of 
childhood stories introducing today’s 
children to the wonderful world of May Gibbs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Penrith Regional Gallery & The Lewers Bequest School Holiday Workshops  
Kids 11 – 14 July & Family 15 July 
 
Kids, come along to our Art Making Workshops in the July School Holidays and have fun using a 
range of art materials to create colourful animal faces, human portraits and even cartoon ‘selfies’.  
Choose from drawing, cartooning, clay relief sculpture and a fruity, fun, family collage.  
penrithregionalgallery.org/  
 
The Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre School Holiday Workshops 
Performing arts school holiday workshops will be announced soon, stay tuned thejoan.com.au/
series/school-holiday-workshops/ . 

 

http://www.penrithregionalgallery.org/
http://thejoan.com.au/series/school-holiday-workshops/
http://thejoan.com.au/series/school-holiday-workshops/

