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Fri 1 Sept 

Father’s Day Stall 

Father’s Day Mass 

in School Hall 2pm 

Father’s Day Super 

Hero Disco BBQ  

6 –8 pm 

 

Sun 3 Sept 

HAPPY FATHER’S 

DAY 

 

Mon 4 Sept 

Orders and money 

due for Pizza Day 

 

Tues 5 Sept 

Confirmation  

Practice at St 

Nicholas Church 

4pm or 7pm 

 

Thurs 7 Sept 

Fun Food Day 

Pizza Day 

 

Fri 8 Sept 

12pm Parish Mass - 

Stage 2 attending 

 

Mon 11 Sept 

Staff Development 

Day 

 

Tues 12 Sept 

Confirmation 

St Nicholas of  

Myra Church 

5pm or 7:30pm 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families, 

  

Randy Hain is from Atlanta and President of Serviam Partners Consulting/Coaching. I came 

across his reflection, over the weekend and  I thought it is poignant for all of our Dads and 

Father Figures.  I sought permission to share his reflections with our community I hope you 
find comfort and insight from his reflections. 
  

As the father of a nineteen-year-old with high-functioning autism, I am sometimes  

challenged to give my oldest child the focus and patience he needs from me.  I frequently 

feel inadequate when I advise and guide my fifteen-year-old son through the minefields of     

today’s culture.  My loving wife should expect my best efforts as a husband, yet I often feel          

distracted or too worn out to give her the 100% she deserves.  With Father’s Day fast    

approaching, I have recognised for several weeks that I needed to make a course correction 

and get back on track. 

  

After Mass a few weeks ago, I lingered a few minutes to ask for the intercession and help of 

Saint Joseph.  As a Catholic dad and husband, who better for me to emulate than the     

patron saint of fathers?  I have long been drawn to Saint Joseph and find in his life the     

encouragement to be more obedient and trusting in God’s promises.  Even though I often 

wrestle with self-created challenges on the parenting and marriage fronts, my shortcomings 

are somewhat lessened when I pray for his intercession and reflect on his heroic example in 

caring for Jesus and Mary. 

  

As I have reflected on his life and prayed in earnest the last few weeks, I have gotten back 

on track with my family responsibilities and regained the peace that frequently leaves me 

when I allow work and the pressures of the world to dominate my thoughts and  

calendar.  Here are five important lessons I have learned from Saint Joseph: 

  

Five Lessons from Saint Joseph (for Father’s Day and beyond) 

1. Saint Joseph was obedient.  Joseph was obedient to God’s Will throughout his 
life.  Joseph listened to the angel of the Lord explain the virgin birth in a dream and 
then took Mary as his wife (Matthew 1:20-24).  He was obedient when he led his family 
to Egypt to escape Herod’s infanticide in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:13-15).  Joseph obeyed 
the angel’s later commands to return to Israel (Matthew 2:19-20) and settle in Nazareth 
with Mary and Jesus (Matthew 2:22-23).  How often does our pride and willfulness get 
in the way of our obedience to God? 

  

2. Saint Joseph was selfless.  In the limited knowledge we have about Joseph, we see a 
man who only thought of serving Mary and Jesus, never himself.  What many may see as 
sacrifices on his part, were actually acts of selfless love.  His devotion to his family is a 
model for fathers today who may be allowing disordered attachments to the things of 
this world distort their focus and hinder their vocations. 

  

3. Saint Joseph led by example.  None of his words are written in Scripture, but we 
can clearly see by his actions that he was a just, loving and faithful man.  We often think 
that we primarily influence others by what we say, when so often we are watched for 
our actions.  Every recorded decision and action made by this great saint is the      
standard for men to follow today. 
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4.  Saint Joseph was a worker.  He was a simple craftsman who served his neighbours through his 
handiwork.  He taught his foster son Jesus the value of hard work.  It is likely that the humility Joseph 
exhibited in recorded Scripture spilled over into the simple approach he took to his work and providing 
for the Holy Family.  We can all learn a great lesson from Saint Joseph, who is also the patron saint of 
workers, on the value of our daily work and how it should exist to glorify God, support our families and 
contribute to society. 

  

5.  Saint Joseph was a leader.  But, not in the way we may view leadership today.  He led as a loving 
husband when he improvised to find a stable for Mary to give birth to Jesus, after being turned away 
from the Bethlehem Inn. He led as a man of faith when he obeyed God in all things, took the pregnant 
Mary as his wife and later brought the Holy Family safely to Egypt.  He led as the family provider by 
working long hours in his workshop to make sure they had enough to eat and a roof over their 
heads.  He led as a teacher by teaching Jesus his trade and how to live and work as a man. 

  

As Catholic men, we have a responsibility to be strong fathers and husbands, leaders in our parishes, good 
stewards in the community and humble followers of Christ.  Let’s look to the inspiring example of Saint Jo-
seph, patron saint of fathers, workers and the Universal Church for his obedience, humility, selflessness, 
courage and the love he showed to Mary and Jesus.  If we can emulate St. Joseph even a little each day, 
we will be that much closer to becoming the men we are called to be. 
  

St. Joseph, patron saint of fathers, please pray for us! 
  

Let’s remember to keep Father Pio and Father Mathew in our prayer this Father’s Day, that God will give 
them wisdom and strength as they work tirelessly to guide us in our spiritual growth toward the Father in 
heaven. 
  

We look forward to seeing you tomorrow afternoon for our Mass from 2pm in the school hall and in the 
evening for our Father’s Day Superhero Disco and BBQ from 6 - 8pm!  
Have a Happy Father’s Day on Sunday! 
 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

Principal 
  

Religious Education News 
Parish Mass 

Thank you to all the students and families who joined with us on Sunday 27 August for 10am 
Mass. The students took part in the mass by singing, reading, taking up the offertory and  
participating in the Gospel Procession. It was a lovely celebration including our two parish 
schools. 
 

Father’s Day Mass 
Friday 1 September 

School Hall 2pm 
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Stage 2 Excursion 

 

On Wednesday 30 August Stage 2 students embarked on an adventure to cross the Blue Mountains and walk in the 

footsteps of the famous explorers, Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth.  

 

With the help of our Ranger who guided our walk on part of the original road that William Cox and the convicts 

built to come in and out of the Blue mountains by cart and bullock. This was the first road in the Blue Mountains. It 

was a tough walk and we had trouble imagining how a cart and bullock would have got up and down the steep 

climb of the landscape.  

 

We learnt about the food, water, medicine and baskets that can all be made from one plant. If only the explorers 

had this knowledge, their exploration would have been much easier.  

 

Not only did we learn more and experience a little of what life was like for the explorers, we also learnt about the 

natural flora and fauna of the region and how Aboriginal people used the land for thousands of years.   

 

The Rangers from National Parks and Wildlife were very impressed with the knowledge the student brought with 

them and commented on how well behaved and attentive the students were.  

 

A huge thank you to Mrs Fitzpatrick, Mrs Surenne and Mrs Howden who volunteered their time today.  

 
Our students must also be commended on their behaviour and attentiveness during our excursion.  

 

Stage 2 Teachers 
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Learning News 
Voice of Youth Cluster 

On Monday 21 August Stage 3 students along with 

Mrs Cole, Mrs Khoury and Ms Knezevic travelled to  

Corpus Christi Primary School for the Voice of  

Youth Cluster Final. Two students from Stage 3,  

Elle Moore and Breanna Haladus, presented their speeches 

to three other schools. The speech topics selected by 

students were diverse and interesting. We would like to  

congratulate both girls for their professionalism and  

delivery of their speeches. Thank you also to Darcy Brown 

 who was our back up speaker and was ready to deliver  

her speech on the day. It is always nice to see family in the crowd, thank you to  

the parents and grandparents who were also there on the day to support our students. 

A HUGE congratulations to Elle Moore who came first on the day and took out the cluster final. Elle will now  

represent our school at the Western Division Final for Voice of Youth. Good Luck Elle we wish you all the best. 

 

2017 School Readiness Online Testing 

As you are aware via the media there will be a national assessment readiness testing period for schools across  

Australia. This is to prepare for NAPLAN going online in the next few years. Our current Year 3 & 5 students will  

sit an example readiness testing in week 8. There are NO RESULTS to this testing – the focus of this exercise is to   

ensure the ICT infrastructure is in place with sufficient capacity. These tests are NOT a test of content knowledge 

and no reports to schools on how students perform will be made available. 

 

Schools and systems will get feedback on how the testing environment operated. Students will operate under ‘test 

environment’ conditions.  Year 5 will participate in a 40 minute writing experience on Monday 4 September 2017 

from 9.15am.  Year 3 will participate in a 40 minute ‘testing’ on Wednesday 6 September 2017 from 11:40 am. 

Year 5 will also participate in a further 40 minute test on Wednesday at 9:15am. If your child is absent they will do a 

catch up until the Friday – this helps to see that the environment operates correctly for us. If you have any questions, 

please contact the school. 

 

Matific Competition 

Matific is an online primary maths resource is running a maths competition from Thursday 21 August til                 

13 September. Students from K-6 will receive their login from their teachers this week. Teachers will assign activities 

for students to complete during the competition. 

 

The Matific Games awards students as they progress through the educational activities with stars. The more our  

students play, the more stars are collected and the higher the chance of winning the major school prize of $20,000 

cash! There are also prizes for the top 10 individual classes (cash prizes and educational kits) and students (KidStuff 

Gift Cards & trophies). Classes will be competing only against other classes within the same grade and students will 

be competing only against other students in the same grade. 
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Learning News 
HOMEWORK - TRIAL 

In Term 4 we are trialling part of our homework with the aim to move this towards all online from 
2018. During Parent Group, we weighed up the benefits and concerns around moving to an online 
format. 
 

Here are some of the pros and cons: 
 

Benefits of moving to 
online. 

Concerns about moving to 
online. 

Strategies or potential   
solutions around parental 

concerns... 

Independence 
Mobile homework - can be 
completed anywhere any 
time 

 Independence of Homework 
is the same whether online 
or paper. 

Digital 
Prepares for high school as 
everything is online. 
More IT savvy 

NAPLAN moving online as 
readiness testing is  
occurring - preparing  
students for 2018/9. 
Learnt computer skills 
Teacher monitoring and  
setting of tasks online 

Handwriting practice - loss of 
handwriting skills 

  

Ease of logging into and 
moving from one app to    
another. 
Cost or financial outlay. 
Wi Fi access. 
  

Increase in screen time. 

Handwriting is a part of the 
curriculum and will still be 
taught and practiced in daily 
writing. 
Logging in maybe difficult at 
first but more practicing of 
the skill improves with time. 
The school is open to trial 
ways to support families with 
this dilemma - with device 
time in school etc 
Beyond Homework it would 
parental decisions. 

Teaches time management One device per child?  - how 
to manage if multiple       
children in a family,  
particularly high school  
students who would require 
more time. 

The school is open to trial 
ways to support families with 
this dilemma - with device 
time in school etc Please 
complete note below so we 
can gauge the number of 
families as well as possible 
solutions. 

No more paper based. 
Environmentally Friendly. 

  

 What happens if you use  
devices as a reward/
consequence for behaviours. 

 

Students more engaged to 
complete homework as it is 
online. 

How much policing is        
required by parents? 

Distracted by other apps. 

We have a trick to help    
parents with this - which will 
be secretly emailed. 
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Questions 

Will there be an option to change allocated tasks? 

Is there opportunities for a typing app or website as well? 

 

Throughout Term 4, we will be trialling an online literacy program called Lexia Core5. Lexia Core5 
is a web-based personalised reading skills development program designed for all abilities from 
Kindergarten to Year 6. This program is designed to help further build their literacy skills at their 
own level. This program focuses on 6 components of reading including phonological awareness, 
phonics, structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.  The program works on 
desktops, laptops, ipads and android devices. 
 

During the trial, class teachers will receive data on each student’s progress and use throughout 
the trial. If after a term it is not benefitting the children’s learning we will refine, or adapt and 
change if necessary.  We acknowledge there will be issues when we first start any new way of 
doing something. We ask for you to contact your children’s teacher. Later in Term 4 we will send 
a google evaluation form in order to give all parents an opportunity to voice the positives and their 
concerns regarding this change in format. 
 

Homework is always a contentious issue, some parents want more and some less. Homework is 
about learning and practicing skills to form good habits of grit. 
 

Potential NEW expectations Current Expectations 

Student readers read each night. Student readers read each night. 

English comprehension via an app or    
website. The one we have investigated will 
gauge the child’s level and set questions 
and texts appropriate. It will reduce         
complexity or increase complexity as    
needed. 

Comprehension from their reader or     
homework sheet. 

Mathematics via an app or website like 
Mathletics or Manga Maths 

Maths from their homework sheet. 

The teacher/s will set and track levels and 
completion progress online. 

Homework is checked via workbooks, 
sheets and checklist. 

The quantity of time for each grade/class 
will remain. How much the child completes 
each day or in one day will be dependent on 
your home commitments. 

The quantity of time for each grade/class 
will remain. How much the child completes 
each day or in one day will be dependent on 
your home commitments. 

Parents to ACTION (if required): In order to support our families in the process, please let us 
know if you do not have any access to the Internet or apps either via a mobile phone, ipads or 
computers by completing the form attached to this email,  
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Byron Hanley K Merit Award 

Ella Herbert K Merit Award 

Angelo Isaac K Merit Award 

Sienna Varlow K Merit Award 

Ethan Costello 1 Merit Award 

Nox Hill 1 Merit Award 

Susan Vella 1 Merit Award 

Jacob White 1 Merit Award 

Benjamin  Dela Paz 2 Merit Award 

Liam Fleming 2 Merit Award 

Skyla Hill 2  Merit Award 

Brendan Leslie 2 Merit Award 

Isla Fletcher 3B Merit Award 

Ethan Joines 3B Merit Award 

Raina Kim 3B Merit Award 

Samuel Richardson 3B Merit Award 

Savannah Attard 3G Merit Award 

Harmony Culley 3G Merit Award 

Keeva LeMaire 3G Merit Award 

Richard Reales 3G Merit Award 

Charlene Abelgas 4 Merit Award 

Caitlyn Fitzpatrick 4 Merit Award 

Savannah Rivadeneira 4 Merit Award 

Gabriel Tabar 4 Merit Award 

Ella Becroft 5 Merit Award 

Georgia Finianos 5 Merit Award 

George Maraziotis 5 Merit Award 

Brayden Parkes 5 Merit Award 

Stacie Becroft 6 Merit Award 

Christian Finianos 6 Merit Award 

Elle Moore 6 Merit Award 

Samual Simmons 6 Merit Award 

Awards  

Gold Awards 
Monique Knight, Maree Dhanka, 

Beau Brown, Vincent Goncalves & 

Georgia Taylor 

Silver Awards 
Jacob White, Pheonix Briggs, 

Vincent Goncalves, Skyla Hill & 

Georgia Taylor 



 

Truth Through Learning 

Catholic Culture 

Thank you Thank you 
Bunnings Helpers   

 

Coordinator—Helena Steed 

Helpers on Day 

Chris Arokianathan, Agata Burdanowski 

Brendan & Liarne Canning, Jeff Reitano 

Clare Fidler, Anthony Cruz 

Cathe Cohen, Bill Child 

Emma Williams, Ana Rosales 

Chatsaran Archer, Cynthia Busstra 

Claire Vella &  Janelle Walker 

 

Staff: 

Miss Biasi, Miss Mojica, Miss Inskip, Mrs Cutajar 

Mrs Cole, Mrs Khoury and Chris Khoury 

Mrs Smith and Wayne Smith, Ms Knezevic 

Ms Teulan & Mrs Shirvington 

Cheese and Bacon Roll Day - Thursday 24 August

  

Organiser and helper on day - Emma Williams 

Father’s Day Wrapping 

Emma Williams, Amanda Falzon, Nicole Hadchiti, 

Ana Rosales, Nicole Rebernik &  Cathe Cohen 
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Kindergarten 
 
 

Year 3 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 

 
Year 4 

 
 

 

 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

 

 

Sporting News 
School Athletics Carnival Results 
 

Junior Girls Champion 

Rachel Idris 

Junior Girls Runner Up 

Skye Haladus 

 

Junior Boys Champion 

Joseph Ezekiel 
Junior Boys Runner Up 

Ruari Brown 

 

Senior Girls Champion 

Raphaila Idris 

Senior Girls Runner Up 

Darcy Brown 

 

Senior Boys Champion 

William Ezekiel 
Senior Boys Runner Up 

Zye Hill 
 

Diocesan Athletics 

 

Congratulations to Raphaila Idris, Darcy Brown, William Ezekiel and Joseph Ezekiel who took part in the Diocesan 

athletics carnival on Friday 25 August. The students performed exceptionally on the day. Well Done to Raphaila Idris 

who was the 11 years girl runner up on the day winning the 100M, 200M and Long Jump. She also set a new record 

for the Long Jump leaping 4.64m.  

Congratulations also to Joseph Ezekiel who was the Junior Boys Runner Up on the Day coming 2nd in the 100M and 

200M and 3rd in the Long Jump. 

Netball Gala Day 

 

On Tuesday 22 August we had four teams participate in the Netball Gala Day at Jamison Park. We had two junior 

teams from Stage 1 and 2 and two senior teams from Stage 3. Some of the students had never played netball before 

the day. Congratulations to all the students who had a go and showed true sportsmanship on the day. All the teams 

had wins and tried their hardest. 

Well done to the Senior Girls Team who were undefeated champions on the day. The girls showed true grit and  

determination to get through all of their games. 

Thank you to the following parents for coaching on the day: Belinda Knight, Michele Moore and Lydia Vlores.    

Thank you also to all of the parents and carers who came down to Jamison Park to help and support our teams on 

the day. 
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Please enter some of these important dates for the End of Year School Events: 
 

Parent Group 

Week 3: Monday 23 October 2017 

Week 5: Monday 6 November 2017 - Normally this meeting would take place in Week 6     
however, I am on leave on the Monday in Week 6 and therefore have moved this forward a 
week to Week 5: Monday 6 November 2017. This is where we accept and self nominate 2018 
Parent Group Roles and Stage Representatives. We also set The Fun Food Days for Term 1 as 
well as organise who will assist the major fundraisers each term. By the Parent Group Roles 
(Chairperson, Pastoral Care, Secretary and Treasurer) being a one year commitment it allows 
others to step in and  also ensures many people are represented across our school community. 
 

Swim School for two weeks each year... 
Monday 27 November -  Friday 8 December 2017 

 

St Nicholas of Myra Feast Day and Christmas Concert 2017 

This year we will be combining and celebrating our Patron Saint with our Christmas Concert  
festivities on Wednesday 6 December 2017. 
5:30 - 6:30pm BBQ, Raffle Tickets, Slushies and Christmas Ornaments 

6:30pm  - Concert commences 

 

Wednesday 13 December 2017 

9:00 - 10:00am Talent Quest in the school hall 
11:00 - 12:30pm End of Year and Year 6 Graduation Mass in the Church 

13:40 - 3:00pm End of Year Awards in the Church 

 

Thursday 14 December 2017 

Swimming Carnival at Ripples 

Year 6 Graduation Dinner 

Nepean Rowing Club from 6:00pm 

 

Term 4 final dates for school 
Final Day for Students Friday 15 December 2017 

Final Days for Staff Monday 18 December 2017 and Tuesday 19 December 2017 (staff will not 
be on site) 
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 ACARA Privacy Statement (Email) 

 Father’s Day BBQ Superhero Disco  

 Father’s Day BBQ - Help Required 

 Pizza Day 

 Online Homework 

 Art Gallery Excursion - Stage 3 only 

Correspondence which has  

been sent home in the past fortnight or with  

this newsletter includes: 

St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday  9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday   9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 
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CHRISTMAS 2017 AND JANUARY 2018: COSHC OPERATION DATES 
 

To assist COSHC families in planning their education and care needs over the Christmas closure period and to plan 

bookings for Vacation Care in January 2018, a calendar of Closure Dates and Operational Dates has been issued to all 

families enrolled with COSHC. 

 

 

COSHC WILL BE CLOSED ON:  

Monday 18 December 2017 and Tuesday 19 December 2017.  COSHC staff will be participating in professional de-
velopment in line with teachers and school staff. 

 
The Early Learning and Care team will be on annual leave from 22 December 2017 to 5 January 2018. COSHC will 

not be operating during these days. 
 

COSHC will be closed on Australia Day, 26 January, 2018 
 
COSHC will be closed on Monday 29 January 2018 for professional development of staff. 

 

FAMILIES, PLEASE NOTE:  

 

Christmas Closure 
 

 The last day of operation of COSHC services will be Friday 15 December 2017. 

 

 

January Vacation Care 
 

The COSHC Summer Vacation Care Program commences on Monday 8 January 2018 to Thursday 25 January 

2018. 

 

 

2018 Commencement of COSHC operations for Before- and After-School programs  
 

COSHC will re-open on Tuesday, 30 January, 2018. 

 

Catholic out of school hours care is available at 

St Nicholas of Myra.  

 

For further information please contact Erin 

 0418 260 386 

Or visit 
COSHCSStNicholasPenrith@parra.catholic.edu.au 


