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SAVE THE 

DATE 
 

Monday 14 March 

Year 6 Fundraiser 

Selling Cupcakes all 

week 

 

Tuesday 15 March 

Year 4 

 Reconciliation 

12noon Church 

 

Thursday 17 March 

St Patricks Feast 

Day 

Gold & Fold Mufti 

Day 

Tuesday 22 March 

Fun Food Day 

Fish Fingers 

 

Wednesday 23 

March 

Cross Country 

8 year olds to  

Stage 3 

 

Thursday 24 

March 

HOLY WEEK  

LITURGY 

10am School Hall 

 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra families, 
 
What a terrific Catholic Schools Week we 
are experiencing! 
 
Catholic Schools Week is the time we 
celebrate being Catholic, belonging to a  
universal faith and church. It is a time  
during this Lenten period and Year of  
Mercy to reflect and be proud of our faith. 
To do an act of kindness without acknowledgement, to take up an action! 
 
During the Kindergarten or any other enrolment interviews, I ask the Parents and Carers,  
“Why did you decide to select a Catholic School?”  
 
I wonder if you can remember what you said at your enrolment interview…. would you say 
anything differently now?  
 
During this Year of Mercy, you may have noticed I have included a Pope Francis Quote in 
each newsletter – this is to give a point of reflection to ponder. This is also part of my  
learning goal as a Principal to deepen my understanding of Mercy.  
 
On Monday afternoon and evening, we had many interested Parents and Carers come for 
our Twilight Tour.  
 
Yesterday, we had student prayer group on the playground organised by the Mission 
Team. 
 
This evening we have our welcome dinner with the 2016 Kindergarten Parents at King 
Henry’s court at 6:30pm. This is a community dinner where we get to know each other’s 
families to develop friends for life.  
 
Tomorrow our school will be filled with Scientists! The students are participating in our   
Science-athon, by rotating through different experiments. Once they have completed     
experiments their card is stamped and the students show their families where the funds 
are collected. Our tradition here at St Nicholas of Myra is to host an athon. Some years we 
have had a read athon, write a thon, spell athon etc The athon money we raise each year 
goes directly to student resources, i.e. books, maths / science / sport / musical instruments 
equipment etc. 
 
Friday 11 March 2016 
Open Classrooms 12:30 – 1:00pm 
Picnic Lunch 1:00 – 1:45pm (if it is sweat weather the picnics will be moved into the  
learning spaces) 
Catholic Schools Week Liturgy 2:00 – 2:30 
Stage 1 Assembly 2:30 – 3:10pm 
 
We hope to see you all there for the fun – perhaps we may see some parents dressed up 
as scientists as well! 
 
Each year we try to provide a theatre experience for the students. Next week the whole 
school will be viewing, “The Fairest of Them All” performed by Australia Playhouse on 
Tuesday 15 March at 9:15am. 
 
Peace and Joy 
Anita Knezevic 
Principal 
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Curriculum 
 
NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program Literacy And Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests will be conducted from     
10 - 12 May 2016 for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 across Australia. These national tests will     
provide information on how Australian students are performing in the areas of numeracy, reading,     
writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation and will assist teachers in identifying student strengths and 
weaknesses. By analysing results along with information from teacher judgements and work samples, 
teachers can adjust teaching strategies to provide appropriate support. 
 
The aggregation of student results from the NAPLAN provides schools with an overview of current 
achievements for groups of students and contributes to a more comprehensive understanding of their 
performance. The analysis of aggregated results assists school planning and can be used to monitor 
literacy and numeracy development over time. 

 
NAPLAN 2016 timetable 

 
 
For more information visit the website: http://www.nap.edu.au/ 

  Tuesday 

10 May 2016 

Wednesday 

11 May 2016 

Thursday 

12 May 2016 

Year 3 Language conventions 

40 minutes 

Writing 

Reading 

45 minutes 

Numeracy 

45 minutes 

Year 5 Language conventions 

40 minutes 

Writing 

Reading 

50 minutes 

Numeracy  

50 minutes 

Parent Engagement and Voice 
 
2016 Parent Information Evening Evaluation Results 
 
Each year we conduct a survey or two to provide an opportunity to hear Parents and Carers opinions and          
perspectives. I would like to thank the 30 Parents/Carers who gave the school feedback in regards to this change. 
The detailed results can be located at the end of the Newsletter. Please be aware that if the numbers do not add 
to 30 it is because not everyone completed each section.  
 
Future outcomes from the Survey for our School. 
From the results shared, there is no one direction offered for the future. However the feedback in regards to par-
ent teacher chat also needs to be considered. Therefore we will alternately provide either the Parent Information 
Evening or the Parent Teacher chats or an alternate option maybe provided. As the Information Evening was this 
year. In 2017, roughly around the same time (Term 1 Week 3) this will be provided.  
 
When collating and reading some of the feedback, it became evident that some parents would like to meet their 
Stage Teachers. As partners in the learning of our children at St Nicholas of Myra you are always welcome to 
make an appointment with the Stage Teachers at and during any time of the school year.  
 
Appointments can be made via a letter to the Stage Teachers or a phone message through the office or an email 
from the website. 
 
Thank you for providing this feedback 



 

Truth Through Learning 
Page 3 

DIOCESAN SWIMMING CARNIVAL TEAM consisted of Callum Wamsley, Mariah Nicholpoulos, Caleb 

Parkes, Stacie Becroft, Christon Nicholopoulos, Breanna Haladus, Samual Simmons, Jai Parkes, Brayden 

Parkes, Hayden Kennedy and Liam Wamsley.  To reach this level is a great achievement.                           

What a fantastic day!      

Our Junior Boys Relay Team—Liam Wamsley, Hayden Kennedy, Jai & Brayden Parkes placed 4th overall. 

These boys will now compete at the NSWCPS being held at Homebush 31 March. Congratulations boys.     

Liam Wamsley placed 4th in 50m Freestyle and will also compete at the NSWCPS. 

A big congratulations to Callum Wamsley who swam PB’s all day placing 1st and 2nd throughout the day. He 

will compete in all events at the NSWCPS Swimming Trials. Callum will also march with the Area Flag during 

the opening ceremony.  An amazing achievement Callum. We are all very proud. 

 

 

 

Catholic Culture  
 
2017 Kindergarten Enrolments 
Throughout this term I have also been welcoming new families for enrolment as well as existing families. Please 
collect and complete an enrolment form as soon as possible as we already have 10 students accepted for 2017! If 
you have another child already at this school, we strongly encourage you to complete the enrolment form as soon 
as possible. 
 
School Photos 
Thank you for ensuring our students wear our uniform with pride each day. All of the students looked particularly 
handsome and beautiful with their hair, ribbons and shiny shoes. We appreciate your continued support with their 
uniform not just on School Photo Day. 
 
Each year we do an alternate school photo/ uniform.  As this year’s was the summer photo we try to have this as 
early as possible in the school year. The winter photo/uniform is usually in Term 2 (April/May) – this will be next 
years photo. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the late notice we gave to Parents and Carers in regards to school photo price. I can 
appreciate that with multiple children this late notice made this difficult for some families. I investigated the matter as 
a Parent had brought this to my attention at the Parent Group. I would like to offer my sincerest apologies and for 
any stress it may have caused your family. We will endeavour to ensure greater notice be given about the cost and 
for it to be advertised as earliest as possible in  the newsletter. Thanks to that Parent who attended our Parent 
Group evening last week and brought this to my attention in the appropriate forum. 
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Askander Basem Merit Award 

Beedle Kalai Merit Award 

Karnchanakul Kayla Merit Award 

Mrsic Isabel Merit Award 

Briggs Levi Merit Award 

Madrajat Zena Merit Award 

Nenadic Grace Merit Award 

Stevens Alex Merit Award 

Antoun Joelle Merit Award 

Brown Darcy Merit Award 

Finianos Charbel Merit Award 

Finianos Christian Merit Award 

Child Georgina Merit Award 

Egan Sean Merit Award 

Prior Kolbi Merit Award 

Teuma Jasmine Merit Award 

Banda Monette Merit Award 

Joines Ethan Merit Award 

Perrin Lachlan Merit Award 

Rigo Bonnie Merit Award 

Ezekiel Joseph Merit Award 

Kim Raina Merit Award 

Reales Richard Merit Award 

Sullivan Audrey Merit Award 

Dankha Maree Merit Award 

Gibbs Evie Merit Award 

Simmons Mia Merit Award 

Turner Elijah Merit Award 

Abelgas Charlene Merit Award 

Dela Paz Benedict Merit Award 

Kennedy Hayden Merit Award 

Xiberras Peter Merit Award 

Cruz Aniella Merit Award 

Galea Ashton Merit Award 

Janus Hendrix Merit Award 

Vella Susan Merit Award 

Briggs Phoenix Silver Award 

Taylor Georgia Silver Award 

Xiberras Larena Silver Award 

Parkes Brayden Silver Award 

Price Mae Silver Award 

Parkes Caleb Silver Award 

Smith Owen Silver Award 

Stage 3 Assembly 

Awards 
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Kindergarten 
 
 

Year 3 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 

 
Year 4 

 
 

 

 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

 

 

We would like to provide examples of what is included in the Inc/exc fee and the Extra curricular fee.  

 

 

Inc/Exc Fee 

 

Life Ed 

Education Week 

Cricket workshop 

Oz Opera 

All about eggs 

Aunty Peach Show 

 

Extra Curricular 

 

Ed Alive 

Antarctica 

Voice of Youth 

World of Maths Roadshow 

Chess 

Dance Fever 

Joan Sutherland 

Live Life well @ School 

 

These fees are included in your statement/invoice you receive each year. They are billed each term. If you 

have any questions regarding the fees or payment of your account please do not hesitate to contact Rhonda 

Shirvington—47 212623 

 

Our Prayers and thoughts  to the                        

Polistina family on the loss of                                   

Mr Polistina’s Grandmother.                               

May She Rest In Peace 

Quality Catholic Schooling  
All Catholic schools in the Diocese of Parramatta will be participating in the Quality Catholic Schooling 
(QCS) project in 2016.  
 
QCS will provide data from students, staff and parents about our school’s cultural behaviour,  
relationships and learning community and will assist us to focus our efforts for improvement by building 
on our successes to date.  
 
From 12 -23 March all staff, approximately 50 students from Stage 3, and 60 randomly-selected parents 
will be asked to complete an online survey. This year we may have the opportunity to include all of Stage 
2 in this survey. Staff and students will complete the survey online at school. Parents will be sent home a 
paper survey but will also be able to complete the survey online if preferred. The survey will take about 
20-30 minutes to complete.  
 
A survey consultant (Insight SRC) has been engaged to manage the data collection. The survey data will 
be kept strictly confidential and no individual will be identified to the school or the Catholic Education  
Office. Each school will receive an information report at the end of May and will use this report to inform 
their planning.  
 
If you are selected to complete the survey, I would encourage your participation as this will help our 
school to identify our strengths and areas in which we can focus our improvement.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Mary Vella regarding any operational or procedural questions. 
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 St Patrick’s Day Gold and Fold Mufti 

 Year 6 Fundraiser - Iced Cupcakes 

 Anzac Service - Stage 2 only 

 School Photos Envelopes and note 

 Salad Roll Day 

Correspondence which has  

been sent home in the past fortnight or with  

this newsletter includes: 

Photographs and Videos 
 
At times during the year, St Nicholas of  
Myra students have the opportunity to be 
photographed and videoed. 
These photos and videos may be used as  
part of grade assessments, be uploaded to 
the school website or placed in school  publications such as 
the Parent Handbook.  
 
Photographs may also be used in publications to promote the 
school in newspapers and other media. When you enrolled 
your child, you gave us permission to do this. If you wish to 
withdraw this authorisation and consent, you need to notify 
the school in writing or email 
stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au 

EASTER EGG WRAPPING 

If you can spare 1 hour on Friday 18th March from 9am 

to assist with wrapping eggs that would be great. 

Please advise the school office. 
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Term 2 Piano Classes 
We are now currently taking enrolments for our new    

Kindergarten/ Year 1 lunchtime class. 

This class will commence from Term 2 on Thursdays. 

We also have availability in our Primary 7-9 yr old class. 

Tuesdays 4:30pm and Junior 5-6 yr old class.  

Limited places left in the class so for further details 

please contact Sheridan Gaudry on 0414363598 or    

Sheridansinging@hotmail.com 

Can you give an hour a week to help someone who is lonely?  Compeer within the St Vincent de Paul Society match-
es volunteers in friendship with people living with a mental illness.  Your supportive friendship can make a real and 
long-lasting difference to your friend’s quality of life by reducing the stigma associated with mental illness and provid-
ing an opportunity to enjoy social outings together. 
  
Compeer volunteers spend one hour per week for 12 months with their new friend enjoying social activities in your 
local area (eg catching up over a coffee or taking a walk in the park – you can both decide together what you would 
like to do each week). No experience necessary as full training and support is provided.  
  
Due to our waiting list for participants in need of a friend, Compeer is currently recruiting male and female volunteers 
aged 45 years and over.  For more infor-
mation please phone Cathleen on 8622 
0303, email compeer@vinnies.org.au or vis-
it www.compeer.org.au 

  

mailto:compeer@vinnies.org.au
http://www.compeer.org.au/
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Volunteers needed for Mamre Creche  

This is a program supporting Sudanese Refugee Families. We are looking 
for motivated, caring people who enjoy interacting with young children and 
can volunteer their time in supporting the staff at the Creche. If you are 
interested please contact Kim Manouk Co-ordinator CatholicCare Social 
Services: (02) 8822 2235 email kim.manouk@ccss.org.au  

 

On Friday 18th March, friends are organising a 

Fund raising event in honour of Anne Tucker to 

raise funds for the Leukaemia Foundation - 

March being Leukaemia month  

Entry $20 per person (tax deductible receipts 
will be given) 
Lucky door prizes, raffles, great prizes to be 

won nibbles, popcorn etc and a fun Girlie Movie.  
 
This will be held in St Nicholas Church Hall.  All welcome and please feel free to bring a friend or 

two or three any time after 7pm with the Movie starting around 8.30pm…ish 

A great night is planned.  

For catering purposes response would be appreciated 0409 606 174 or 47212509 

 

Anne Tucker in September last year was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia (ALL) and 
after five months of intense chemotherapy Anne will now undergo a bone marrow transplant on 
15th April and will enter Westmead Hospital 5th April to undergo radical chemotherapy and radia-
tion prior to the transplant where Anne will then remain in complete isolation for six weeks to 
build up her immunity to keep infection at bay.   Anne will certainly need our continued prayers  
 
Anne at this stage will be attending and looking forward to a great evening. 

Please come along and support this event  

Caroline Chisholm College, Glenmore Park  
provides Catholic Education  

for girls in Years 7 – 12 
 

Enrolling now for 2017 
 

For further information contact the College on 4737 5506. 

mailto:kim.manouk@ccss.org.au
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Detailed evaluation results regarding Parent Information Evening  
 
Overall Evening: How informative did you find the information presented to you this evening? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: Further comments/suggestions for improvements: 

 “it was great to receive a package with all relevant information for the stage my children are in. Loved it!! I felt 

organised and informed when leaving.” 

 “Helpful for us as we missed Orientation days. Nice meeting the teachers and seeing work samples. Oh the 

whiteboard was a little hard to read.” 

 Helps parents to understand what happening or kids doing inside the school. 

 “encouraging more parents to attend.” 

 “information on how open class works is the smaller groups was good. Would have been good to hear it last 

year.” 

 “I liked the format it was presented in” 

  “I loves how informed and friendly the evening was. The stage 1 team presented really well and covered all the 

areas conclusively.” 

 “I understand the way the learning space works now - which was lacking last year - especially helpful going over 

weekly structure etc.” 
“The rundown of what happens in my child’s class is good.” 

 
Sessions: Was having the information repeated in 2 separate sessions helpful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: Further comments/suggestions for improvements:  

 “may need to offer more sessions so parents with more children can attend all stages if necessary. The two ses-

sions worked for me though as I have only two children.” 

 “Maybe nice to see all the parents together but can understand it offers an extra time slot.” 

 “Parents who are working will surely not missed it” 

 “yes because I was able to attend the session at 6:10pm and didn't feel I had missed out on any important infor-

mation. 

 “would not have made it to the earlier session. 

 “it was not required for us but I feel it is suitable alternative 

 “great because having children in different stages gives them a chance to listen to both.” 

 the explanation wasn’t clear of these session I missed my older son's session as I thought it was all explained in 

session 1.” 

  “evening session was helpful due to work.” 

 “ as session a bit later would be helpful as kids after school activities normally don't finish until after 6pm which 

makes earlier times harder to attend. 

 “it was nice to meet the individual teachers but a lot of information was repeated in both sessions.” 

 “it was good to have two time slots to choose from” 

 “As a kindy parent I thought it was great to hear about the daily structure, rewards system, etc because a 4 year 

old tells you 20% of everything” 

 “Not for me personally but in future years when I have both kids at school, it was a great idea” 

 “It gave the opportunity for parents that had kids in different stages to attend. It is better than the one on one  

parent teacher chat. 

Not informative  1 

Somewhat informative  5 

Extremely informative 23 

Not helpful 1 

Somewhat helpful  7 

Extremely helpful 16 
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Session Times: Did the timing of our sessions work well for you and your family? (Session One- 5.25pm 
and Session Two- 6Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Further comments/suggestions for improvements:  

 “Great - really gained an insight into the year/ stage/expectations. Very informative and worked well for 

me” 
 “Yes generally after work hours suit for availability and baby sitting.” 
 “thanking the teachers for their time.” 
 “good overview of class activities but really most of the information covered during this time is ad-

dressed through the curriculum overview I received 
 “perhaps a bit more notice so that childcare can be arranged as not all of us have ready babysitters.” 
 I was able to make 5:25 as I was home from work otherwise 6:10 would be a good time 
 I was a little late to one due to work commitments 
 “I would rather sessions were one after the other so I can go from Stage 1 to Stage 3 for example ses-

sion 2 - stage 17pm, stage 2 7:30, stage 3 8pm etc 
 “timing does not suit - the only reason I was able to attend today was because I had a day off due to 

the school mass. I much prefer being able to choose a time that suits both parents to attend and fit in with 
work better. 
 “5.25pm did seem a little bit early but overall yes” 
 “both session times I feel gave working parents and stay at home mums better options 
.10pm). 
 
Future Direction: Did you prefer tonight’s Parent Information Evening as opposed to the individual, one 
on one Parent Chats that were offered in 2015? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OR  

Would you prefer an alternative approach i.e. one year Parent Information and the next year Parent 
Teacher Chats?  
 
 

Not suitable  2 

Somewhat suitable  9 

Extremely suitable 17 

Preferred Parent Chats   5 

Unsure 5 (both) 

Preferred Parent Infor-
mation Evening 

10 

Yes 1 

Unsure 12 

No 5 
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Further comments/suggestions for improvements:  
 

 “Parent teacher chats I feel at the beginning of the year are not necessary as teachers are just learn-

ing about my children. Information evening was fantastic and a positive way to highlight expectations 
along with daily schedules.” 
 “We haven’t experienced a parent one on one chat before but think we’d love an opportunity to hear 

specific information about the children. Happy to receive general info via newsletters. Opportunities to 
meet other parents as a group are also good though.” 
 one on one parent chats is still a must to fully understand and have involvements in school. 
 “perhaps term objective for the different stages. Topics the children would be learning and a guide for 

parents if a follow up needs to be done at home. 
 “having a small group was good though as parent could speak up and discuss issues.” 
 The information that was shared by the teachers during the information evening was very relevant and 

important for all parents to know. It cleared up a lot of questions that I had and a few things that I did not 
understand before especially about the open class learning.” 
 “I prefer the chats as I am able discuss my child's specific needs for the year. the student question-

naire allows me to communicate our goals and concerns but I don't know how the teacher aims to ad-
dress these throughout the year without organising an additional meeting time. 
 “I liked the parent information night for my Year 3 student but would have really loved the opportunity 

for one on one chat with the K teachers seeing as I have a child starting school. 
 “I do like to discuss one on one with the teachers about my children just so they can get to know 

than .Also to discuss any concerns that I may have.” 
 “much prefer the one on one as it is more informative and relative for our children in terms of where 

they are at academically and socially. really disappointed that the chats were not available” 
 “yes in our circumstances I feel it is crucial to be able to meet with the teachers one on one however I 

don't believe that this is necessary for all children.” 
  “really liked the information evening but would like to have a follow up in next few eels just to see how 

he is progressing.” 
 “this evening was helpful. Although parent chats were also helpful. Probably info session better for 

getting all that opening learning info across. 
 “I prefer one on one teacher's  chat after the parent information night but separate nights.” 
 “I liked the information evening but would like to follow up with a one on one chat a few weeks down 

the track once settled. 
 “ I do like both. The information session was very helpful but I would also like an opportunity to touch 

base with teachers.” 
 “I prefer the parent chats where I am better able to discuss my child individually with the teacher. Fill-

ing in one sheet of paper and having a chat about my child does not see, like enough information is 
passed from parent to teacher.” 
 “as a single working parent I think previous years interviews worked much better. It also meant that I 

got to meet my child’s teacher on a one on one basis and discuss their individual needs. I would like this 
considered again for future years.” 
 “I thought it worked well for a general view of the term which is then followed up with weekly notes” 
 “If time allowed I think that they both would be great. Parent teacher chats would allow more personal-

ised info about your particular child” 
“more time in between sessions ie. 10 - 15 mins, as it would give parents more time to ask questions as 
the first session was running late. 
 
We are interested in any further suggestions/comments or feedback: 

 “we were so pleased by both teachers inviting us to contact them and be available to meet if needed. 

Appropriate the warm welcome.” 
 “I would prefer parent chats so you discuss your child in more depth this can’t happen with a group 
chat. 
  “Thanks for your time this evening.” 
 “Overall it was great!” 


