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Friday 12 April 
LAST DAY of 

TERM 1 
 

Thursday 18 April 
HOLY THURSDAY 

 
Friday 19 April 
GOOD FRIDAY 

 
Saturday 20 April 
EASTER SATUR-

DAY 
 

Sunday 21 April 
EASTER SUNDAY 

 

 
Monday 29 April 
FIRST DAY OF 

TERM 2 
 

Whole school 
Easter Liturgy 

2:15pm  
 

Thursday 2 May 
Early Stage 1 and 

Stage 1 -  
Excursion to 

Calmsley Hill City 
Farm 

 
Stages 2 & 3 -  

Excursion to Joan 
Sutherland Centre 
Sydney Writer’s 

Festival 

 

 

 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families, 
 

I would like to thank Mrs Khoury and Stage 3 for leading us through the      
Stations of the Cross. 
For those who were unable to experience this reverent liturgy we have        
decided to share these Stations to form part of your own reflective prayer at 
home during the holidays. 
 

I wish you all a very Holy Week and a fantastic Easter 
break! Remember all students are expected back on 
MONDAY 29 April 2019. 
 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

Principal 
 

 

 

1. Jesus is condemned to death. Jesus was accused of many crimes He 
didn’t commit. He didn’t defend Himself. He knew he needed to die for our 
sins. Look at the man sitting. He is Pontius Pilate. He is the Roman Governor 
and the most powerful man in Judea. Angry people have told lies about Jesus 
and they want Pilate to kill him. Pilate knows Jesus is an innocent man. He 
knows He should not be killed. But Pilate is afraid. He wants the angry people 
to like him, to be his friends or he might lose his job. So he tells them, Pilate 
points "Go ahead and kill Jesus." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Prayer: Jesus, I often get defensive when I know I did something wrong.  
Help me be honest. For the times that I have judged others and failed to be 
understanding and loving. Lord Jesus help me to see the people in my life 
through your eyes. 
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2. Jesus accepts the cross. The cross was big and 
heavy. It was hard for Jesus to carry. Jesus carried 
the heavy cross without complaining once. 
Look at the quiet way Jesus does what they tell Him. 
He does not fight with the men who push him. He 
does not hate them and say rough words to them. If 
they had known He was dying for them and for all of 
us, they would have acted differently. So Jesus for-
gives them. He thinks only of how He loves them 
and us. Then He takes up the cross but in His heart 
He asks His Heavenly Father on His shoulder to 
help Him carry it bravely. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, sometimes schoolwork or jobs at home are hard for me and I complain. Please 
help me accept the pains and struggles in my life  without complaining. I want to keep trying, even 
when I find something hard 
 
3. Jesus falls the first time. Jesus was  
already badly wounded when He fell the first time. 
It must have hurt very much. Jesus got up and kept 
on going. 
Look at how Jesus is stumbling along, struggling 
just to stand. The cross is crushing His shoulder, 
and the sharp stones in the road cut His bare feet. 
All around Him people are shouting and pushing 
and the Roman soldiers, who have been ordered to 
crucify Him, want Him to hurry. Jesus tries as hard 
as He can to move faster but He stumbles and 
falls. 
 
Prayer: Dear Jesus, when we don’t succeed at school or when we lose a game, it can make us feel 
defeated. Jesus was hurt but never defeated. Jesus, I want your attitude of hope and victory even if 
I am not succeeding. Amen. 
 

4. Jesus meets his mother. Jesus knew that His mother was sad to see Him suffering so much. 
But He was so happy she came to Him. Mary 
loved Jesus very much. Look at that lady reaching 
out to Jesus from the crowd. She is His mother, 
Mary. She comes close and Her face is full of 
tears. Tears are on Jesus' cheeks, too. You can 
tell how much they love each other. Look at Jesus 
and see a Son who honours and respects His 
mother out of the great love He has for her. Jesus 
performed His first miracle because His mother 
expressed concern for the shortage of wine at a 
wedding. Although this man is the Son of God and 
needs nothing, He still follows the Father’s  
command to honour His mother. But Mary is not 
allowed to stay close to Jesus, to say kind and 
 loving words to Him. They make Her go away. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, when I have to be away from someone I love, help me offer my lonely feelings 
to You. Help me to do what God wants me to do today. Help me to respect those in authority. Help 
me to always do what is good and just. Amen. 



Truth Through Learning 

5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus. Simon didn’t 
come to help Jesus but to see what was going on. 
Then he was ordered by the soldiers to carry the 
cross because Jesus was having such a hard 
time. Look at that man helping Jesus carry the 
Cross. This is Simon of Cyrene. He was on a  
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast 
when he was stopped and told to help carry  
Jesus' cross. At first Simon did not like having to 
help Jesus. He thinks; “Why must I help this man? 
Who is He that the crowd so hates Him.” He has 
these doubts and questions because Simon did 
not know Jesus. But later, when he found out who Jesus was, he was proud that he had helped 
to carry the cross. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, make me strong when I have to do something hard. When I don't like to do 
something do not let me push it off on somebody else. I don’t really want to be singled out, but 
one look at Simon shows me the importance of helping my brothers and sisters. Help me to 
willingly and joyfully help others. Amen 
 

6. Veronica wipes Jesus’ face. Veronica loved 
Jesus very much. When she stepped out to wipe 
His face, she risked getting in big trouble from 
the soldiers. Her love and kindness 
overcame her fear. Look at that woman standing 
before Jesus. We call her Veronica a poor Jew-
ish woman who sees love in this man’s face. She 
has pushed her way through the crowd to get to 
Jesus. That was a brave thing to do with all those 
rough people around to scare her. She does not  
understand how they can look at his kind loving 
face and do these terrible things to Him. But she 
does not think of them. She thinks only of how 
she wants to give Jesus cloth to wipe his face. 
When Jesus gives it back to her there is an image of his face on the handkerchief. 
Veronica looks at it. It was Jesus' way of thanking her. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, let me be thankful to people who help me when I need help. Help me do 
kind things for other people even if I don't get any reward. Jesus you based your words and  
actions on charity and the greater good of others. Help me to be gracious and generous. Amen. 
 

7. Jesus falls a second time. Jesus fell again 
because He was so weak and tired from all His 
wounds. He still didn’t give up. He got back up 
and continued on. 
Look at how hard it is for Jesus to walk. He feels 
weak and shaky. He has had nothing to eat or 
drink and He hurts all over. But the soldiers won't 
let Him stop and rest. They keep pushing at Him 
to walk faster. He tries, but again He falls down in 
the dirty street and the heavy wooden cross falls 
on top of Him. 
 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus, when I try to do something 
and mess it up, help me to start over again as You did. If somebody falls down or gets hurt, let 
me feel for them and help them if I can. Amen. 
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8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.  
Many people were against Jesus, but many people 
followed Him. They were His faithful friends. 
Look at the women of Jerusalem who are standing 
at the corner of the street where Jesus is passing. 
When Jesus draws near, they fall to their knees by 
Jesus sobbing and weeping for Him. They feel  
sorry for Him and say loving words to Him. They 
are weeping because they have been touched by 
the immense love and compassion of Jesus. Jesus 
has never given them worldly goods, but He of-
fered His love, His mercy, His hope, and now His 
life. He tenderly reaches out Even now in His pain, He doesn’t think of Himself but stops to 
comfort them. He tells them that He will feel better if He knows they will always be kind and gen-
tle toward everyone for love of Him and if they will teach their children to do the same. They are 
good women. They will do what Jesus asks. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, show me how I can help others and make them happy. Teach me to share 
what I have with others and to not always try to keep the best of everything just for myself. Help 
me to think beyond my possessions and to think about things that bring joy to others. Amen 
 

9. Jesus falls a third time. It’s unbelievable that Jesus fell again and the soldiers didn’t help 
Him. They only yelled louder for Him to get up and 
continue. Jesus didn’t get mad at them; He forgave 
them. Look at Jesus now. He is walking slower and 
slower. He’s been nearly beaten to death and has 
fallen twice already. The soldiers wish He would 
hurry. They are afraid that all the excited people 
watching Jesus and yelling at Him may cause a riot. 
Jesus is packed in so close He can hardly breathe. 
He takes several more steps and then falls down in 
the dirty street for the third time. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, if I am slow and people rush 
me; help me not to get upset. Help me to be kind to 
everybody because everyone of us needs help 
sometimes. When I fail, please give me the strength and the courage to keep picking myself up 
and continuing. Help me to keep going when times are tough and it would be easier to quit than 
to continue. Amen. 
 

10. Jesus is stripped of His clothes. To be without 
clothes in front of everyone is a humiliating thing.  
Jesus wasn’t ashamed because He knew His Father 
in heaven loved Him and everyone who was there. 
Look at Jesus. He is outside the city of Jerusalem 
now and standing on a hill called Calvary. The sol-
diers are going to crucify Him here. One of them is 
pulling off Jesus' clothes. The clothes are sticking to 
Jesus' sore back. It hurts when they are pulled off 
just as it hurts when somebody pulls a Band-Aid off 
a sore on your knee. 
Prayer: Dear Jesus, keep me strong in the battles I will have to fight to be good and true to You. 
Let me never forget that I can pray for Your help when I am at Mass. Help me to share the gifts 
God has given me with those who need them. Amen 
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11. Jesus is crucified. The soldiers drove nails 
through Jesus’ hands and feet. They lifted up the 
cross and put it in place. Jesus was in agony. 
Look at Jesus. He has been laid flat down on the 
cross. One soldiers takes spikes and hammers 
them through Jesus' hands. After that Jesus' feet 
also are nailed, the soldiers fix the cross into a hole 
so it will stand straight. Everybody stands around 
and looks at Jesus. The good people feel unhappy 
because they love Jesus. The people who don't 
love him are unhappy too because they have done 
something bad. It was a very sad day - that first 
Good Friday. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, many people suffer pain every day from being sick, hungry, poor, and  
because of war or natural disasters. Jesus, please comfort everyone who is in pain today. 
Amen. 
 
12. Jesus dies on the cross. When Jesus died, 
the sky got dark and the ground started to 
shake. This made some people very scared. 
They saw that Jesus was innocent and that they 
had made a big mistake. Look at Jesus hanging 
on the cross. He has been there for three hours. 
He hurts all over. He is so thirsty but nobody 
brings any water. Jesus does not complain. He 
prays to His heavenly Father and tells Him that 
He has finished what had to be done. He bows 
His head and dies. A soldiers runs a spear into 
Jesus' side. Blood and water come out, a sign 
that Jesus gave everything. Many will wish that 
they would have met Him sooner so that they could have lived their lives according to His way. 
You still have that chance. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, help me to admit when I make mistakes. Help me to say I’m sorry.  
Thank you for always forgiving me. I love you, and I want to do the right thing. Amen 
 
13. Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross. 
Joseph of Arimathea gave Jesus his own  
burial cave because Jesus didn’t have a place to 
be buried. Joseph was another one of Jesus’ 
friends who took a risk to help Him. 
Look at Jesus after His body has been taken 
down from the cross and the blood and dirt 
washed away. The sharp thorns have been taken 
off, too. Now He is lying on His mother's lap. She 
holds Him lovingly. She keeps saying His name 
over and over. How she loves him! Her heart is 
broken, but she does not cry or give up. She  
remembers about waiting three days. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, sometimes it is risky to step out and help people who are in need. Jesus,  
I want to be a risk-taker and help others. Help me to place my life in your hands. Amen. 
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Learning 

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb. Even when things 
look very difficult and sad, there is always hope that 
God can bring new life. 
Look at how Jesus' friends have put clean clothes on 
His body and sprinkled Him with a sweet smelling 
perfume. Now they are putting His body into a tomb. 
The tomb is a small cave-like room cut out of a big 
rock. After they lay Him inside, they leave the tomb 
and roll a giant stone in front of the doorway. It is so 
large that it takes several big men to roll it into place. 
Then they all go home. 
 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, help me to pray even when I cannot see You or You don't seem very near 
to me. Teach me how to wait when I cannot have what I want right away. Help me to be patient 
and allow Your ways to happen as You have them planned. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
St Nicholas of Myra Awards 

The Term 1 St Nicholas of Myra Awards (SNOM) will be handed out at the first assembly in  
Term 2. This award is given to two students each term who display the schools five core values. 
It is voted upon by teachers. 
 

Principal’s Lunch  
I love this time of term when I get to listen to our student voices; when they share such great  
stories and insights during our hot lunch on a cold day! Congratulations to the following           
students; Sophie Edwy-Smith (K), Lilah Surenne (1), Holly Rigo (2), Maryam Yamayan (3),  
Isabella Polistina (4), Bonnie Rigo (5B), Samuel Richardson (5G) and  Michelle Ghobreyal (6).  
 

2020 Kindergarten Enrolments 

Thank you to all of the Parents / Carer’s for sharing your positive experiences with your       
neighbours and friends. Our school has a great reputation because of  how you speak and 
share of your child’s schooling experience, it is also in how our students speak to each           
other, wear their uniforms both within our school, at our Parish Masses as well as in the local 
shopping centres. 
Enrolments have commenced. Please, particularly if you have a younger sibling, please place 
these forms into the school as soon as possible. As a school we have no record or way of   
knowing when the younger child is due to commence. 
 

I love meeting our new parents and their children - it is a fun and exciting time particularly as our 
2019 Kindergarten enter into their second term of schooling. 
 

Stage 3 ANZAC Day Paceway 

On Tuesday 9 April, Stage 3 students attended the ANZAC service at the paceway. We 
watched and listened to the stories from the war and were encouraged to remember these men 
and women and what they gave up for our country. 
 

Due to Anzac Day being in the holidays, next term the teachers will be celebrating ANZAC Day 
in Week 1 through story and prayer in their learning spaces. 
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Gold Awards 
1 Knox CURREY 

1 Sophia YANG 

2 Zain DANIL 

2 Emilia WALKER 

3 Thomas MUELLER 

3 Amisha NAGARETNAM 

3 Tyce SCRIMMAGER 

5B Bonnie RIGO 

5B Ethan JOINES 

  

Silver Awards 
K Max DYKE 

K Levi FENECH 

1 Knox CURREY 

1 Deante MERENDA 

1 Uzziah SCRIMMAGER 

1 Brayden WATTS 

1 Simone HARVEY 

1 Sophia YANG 

1 Angelica DAVID 

1 Amelia MILLS 

1 Harmoni HILL 

2 Zain DANIL 

2 Emilia WALKER 

2 Nathalie ASKANDER 

2 Sailosi MADRAITABUA 

2 Joseph HADCHITI 

3 Thomas MUELLER 

3 Christian FALZON 

3 Amisha NAGARETNAM 

3 Tyce SCRIMMAGER 

4 Akshata KARTHIKEYAN 

4 Kayla KARNCHANAKUL 

5B Lilah LESTAL-BRAID 

5B Bonnie RIGO 

5B Ethan JOINES 

Personal Best Award 
K Michael REALES 

1 Marcus RICHARDSON 

2 Hannah REBERNIK 

3 Allanah WALKER 

4 Kalai BEEDLE 

5B Benjamin WALKER 

5G Savannah ATTARD 

6 Savannah RIVADENEIRA 

Merit Awards 
K Isabella RAMIREZ-SAW 

K Tvaritha VINOTHKUMAR 

K Olivia ARMITSTEAD 

K Harrison DONALDSON 

1 Alyssa MIRUKAJ 

1 Knox CURREY 

1 Ava BILBOW 

1 Nicholas FALZON 

2 Holly RIGO 

2 Amelia FIDLER 

2 Will SIMMONS 

2 Angelo ISAAC 

3 Ethan COSTELLO 

3 Ashton GALEA 

3 Maryam YAMAYAN 

3 Dominic KASSOUF 

4 Odessa GIBBS 

4 Lolah LESTAL-BRAID 

4 Mark DANIL 

4 Basem ASKANDER 

5B Mia BARRETT 

5B Sarah CANNING 

5B Joshua CHRISTIAN 

5B Hayley TEUMA 

5G Ian GERALDEZ 

5G Monette BANDA 

5G Ellie MOEN 

5G Isabella SURENNE 

6 Selena MIRUKAJ 

6 Talya AROKIANATHAN 

6 Shelby BAC 

6 Brown MATHEW 

Awards - Term 1 Week 11 - Tuesday 9 April 2019 
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Matific Winners! 
Congratulations to Kindergarten who are the Term 1 Matific winners.  
They completed an average of 134 correct missions each week. 

The competition will continue for all of Term 2, so keep completing the missions. 
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Religious Education 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Congratulations to the students in Year 3-6 who celebrated the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation last week. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Liturgy 

This year our Easter Liturgy will be held on the first Monday back at school. This is a time to     
celebrate the Risen Jesus. We warmly welcome all to attend the liturgy at 2:15pm in the school 
hall. 
 
Holy Communion - Parent Information Evening 

If your child is in Year 4 or above and wanting to received the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
(First Eucharist), then a Parent Information Evening is being held on Tuesday 7 May at 7pm in St 
Nicholas of Myra Church. Please keep this date in your diary. 
 
 
Project Compassion 

Nguyet is a teenager living with a disability in a small town in Vietnam. Living 
with a disability was challenging, her early years were subdued and solitary. 
Since  featuring in Project Compassion 2017 Nguyet has successfully built her 
own business, a dream that has become a reality with the support of Caritas 
Australia. Connected to the world in new ways, Nguyet has become independ-
ent, an important member of her community and has great hope for her future. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and give  children living with 
disabilities in Vietnam the opportunity for an education and inclusion in 
their  community. Lives change when we all give 100%. You can donate 

through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 
1800 024 413. 

 

A HUGE thank you to all of the students who took 
part in the various mission  initiatives over the past 
few weeks. Congratulations to the following        
students who won the colouring in competition: 
 

 Infants Winner: Sofia Yang                         

 Primary Winner: Amrita Karki 
 

Beau Brown 
Zachary Herrero 
Dominic Kassouf 

Sofia Campora-Kaal 
William Douglas 

Brendon Leslie 
Abby McIntosh 

Amisha Nagaretnam 
Allanah Walker 

Christian Falzon 
Skyla Hill 

Georgia Mills 
Ethan Costello 
Ashton Galea 

Raymin Leslie 
Lachlan Mueller 

Tyce Scrimmager 
Sophie Wearne 

Oliver Felton 
Nox Hill 

Weskerr Alamgir 
Benjamin Dela Paz 

Xavier Isaac 

Simon Maypa 
Thomas Mueller 

Susan Vella 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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Staff Development Day 

On Friday 29 March the staff of St Nicholas journeyed to The Shrine of the Holy Innocents at 
Kellyville for a formation day. We experienced the Stations of the Cross and delved into the Holy 
Week scriptures. The Shrine is a peaceful place for prayer and reflection and is open to all each 
weekend. 

 

 

 

Teddy Bears Picnic 



 

 

 Easter Hat Parade 

Thank you to all of the Parents/Carer’s for your assistance and support in our Easter Hat Parade! 
All of the students looked fantastic and we loved the ones that were recycled with added        
sparkles  - they were all very egg-cellent! 
 

 

Easter Egg Donations and Wrapping 

Thank you for all of the contributions to our Easter Egg Raffles - they were eggx- travagant not 
only in their wrapping but also your generosity! Thank you to following Mums for their sticky      
fingers when wrapping—Clare Fidler, Sarah Lestal, Helena Steed, Alma Mallunxa and Nicole 
Rebernik. 
Thank you for adding the fun and spontaneity to our lead up to Easter! 
 

 

Easter Egg Raffle Winners 
Our Major winners in our Easter Egg Raffle were: 
1st Prize: Zach Herrrero 2nd Prize: Tash Greentree and 3rd Prize: Olivia Armistead along with 
another 49 lucky winners. 
 
Deante Merenda won the Certified Egg Raffle. 
 

Catholic Culture 
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Correspondence 
 Diocesan Cross Country  (selected 

students) 
 Calmsley Hill City Farm Excursion 

(ES1 & Stage 1) 
 Sydney Writer’s Festival (Stages 2 & 

3) 

St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday  9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday   9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 


