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St Nicholas of Myra School 
PO Box 265, Penrith 2751.    Phone: (02) 4752 3300 Fax:  (02) 4752 3399 

         Email: stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au     
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Friday 17 May 
NAPLAN 

Year 5 Language 
Conventions online 

 

12:10pm  
Parish Mass  

Stage 1 
 

Mon 20 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 3  

Language  
Conventions online 

 

Tues 21 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 3  

Numeracy online 
 

Wed 22 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 5 

Numeracy online 
 

Thurs 23 May 
NAPLAN 

 

Fri 24 May 
NAPLAN 

 

School  Athletics 
Carnival Notes Due 

 

12:10pm  
Parish Mass 

Stages 3 & ES1 
 

2:30pm 
Assembly 
Stage 2  

Coordinating 
 

Mon 27 May 
TTFM Survey  

Begins 
 

Wed 29 May 
School Athletics 

Carnival 
 

Mon 3 June 
9:10am 

Parent Group  
Meeting  

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families, 
 

What a beautiful Mass lead by Stage 2! Father Sayad asked us to not just say I love 
you to our Mums but to also show this in our actions to our Mums without being 
asked, for example cleaning our room without being asked. I was very proud of the 
way the children sang our final hymn to their Mums! I hope you all had a great  
Mother’s Day! 
 

Following on from our interactive audience Mass, we 
then had a beautiful feast of scrumptious sweet and 
savoury treats at our Morning Tea. I do hope you were 
spoilt with love, hugs and sloppy kisses last Sunday 
and thank you for all you do! 
 

Motherhood has never been a place of perfection this 
certainly was not the case for Mary after the birth of 
Jesus. We can only imagine that, initially, it must have 
been very exciting for Mary. The Angel Gabriel  
appears to her and announces that she is to have a 
son who will be the long awaited Messiah. What a  

privilege, what an honour. Surely, with the Son of God as her offspring her life would 
be joyous, peaceful, secure, successful and totally rewarding. But that’s not how it 
played out. 
 

There was that uncomfortable and inconvenient journey to Bethlehem when Mary 
was in her ninth month of pregnancy. Then, there was the circumstance of the birth 
itself: in a manger, with the poor, the disenfranchised, the outcasts.  
This was followed by the need to become a refugee 
and to flee into Egypt to escape the madness of King 
Herod. Then the news that many newborn children had 
been killed on Herod’s orders. Mary’s story does not 
get any easier. For thirty years she lived the  
ordinariness of daily life wondering if the angel so long 
ago had been telling the truth, if the wise men had  
perhaps made a mistake. The ultimate experience  
leading Mary beneath the cross, a witness to the  
humiliating execution of her Son. 
 

Motherhood, no matter what time in history, has never 
been an easy vocation though attempts have been 
made to make it appear so. In their book, “The Mommy Myth”, Susan Douglas and 
Meredith Nichols react strongly to the pressures that the media place on mothers: 
 

“From the moment we get up to the moment we collapse into bed at night the media 
are out there calling at us, yelling, ‘Hey, you! Yes, you! Are you really raising your 
children correctly? Are you a sensitive mother? Is your child eating enough? Is your 
child normal? Are you familiar with Fifteen ways to Stress-proof your Child? or Boost 
your Child’s Brainpower in just 25 minutes? or Better Behaviour in just 21 days or 
Overnight Discipline Makeover? ... 
 

 



 

Truth Through Learning 

Mothers are subjected to an onslaught of beauty imagery, 
romantic fantasies, self-righteous preaching, psychological 
warnings and totally unrealistic advice about how to be the 
most perfect and revered mother in the whole  
neighbourhood, even the whole country!’” 
 

So what can we do about all that? 

 

Well, if we were to regard mothering, at its best, to be the 
creation of an expansive circle of love that meets others 
where they are and then provides the space that allows 
them to grow into their fullness, then maybe we could all 
step in and take a share in the mothering role. 
 

Mothering is something we can all do if we view the  
essence of mothering as loving and caring for others. 
What a great gift to give our mother: to share the love role 
she strives to maintain and to provide space for mum to 
live her own life. 
 

Happy Mother’s Day – Mum! – Mums! Grandmums! and 
thank you for the selfless love you give daily. 
 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

Principal 
 

2020 Kindergarten Enrolments 

Thank you to all of the Parents / Carers for sharing your positive experiences with your neighbours and 
friends. Our school has a great reputation because of how you speak and share of your child’s  
schooling experience, it is also in how our students speak to each other, wear their uniforms within our 
school, at our Parish Masses as well as in the local shopping centres. 
 

Enrolments have commenced.  Please place these forms into the school as soon as possible particularly if 
you have a younger sibling. As a school we have no record or way of knowing when the younger child is 
due to commence. 
 

I love meeting our new parents and their children - it is a fun and exciting time as our 2019 Kinders enter 
into their second term of schooling. 
 

Winter School Uniform 

Full winter uniform is to be worn by Monday 20 May 2019.  
 
School Photos 

Get ready to smile! Our school photos are alternated between summer and 
winter uniforms. This year it will be next Term (Term 3) Monday 22 July,  
wearing full winter uniform. 
 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE LABEL  

 ALL clothing 
 Lunchboxes & containers 
 Drink bottles 
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Catholic Culture 
Parent Group 

Thank you to the Parent Group for a great Term 1. We are so blessed by everyone’s 
generosity of time, support and energy. Thank you to our parents who attended our 
first meeting this week for Term 2.  Our next Parent Group meeting is to be held on 
Monday 3 June. As always, any Parent/Carer is welcome.  

 

 

 

Fun Food Days 

The Fun Food Day for Week 9 is Cheese and Bacon Roll or Croissant Day on  
Thursday  27 June. If any parents are able to assist with this day, please contact the  
office. If we are unable to find volunteers for this day, it will be cancelled. 
 
 

 

Mother’s Day Morning Tea 

Thank you to Stage 1 for donating the morning tea items for our Mother’s Day Morning Tea.  
Thank you to the following Mums for hosting the morning tea for all of us to share! Nicole Rebernik 
(coordinator), Amanda Falzon, Alma Mallunxa, Rebecca Micallef, Joanne Currey, Taleisha Clinch,  
Felicia Meyer and Kim Steen. The morning tea looked like a very fancy High Tea and the variety of food 
was amazingly generous and delicious. 
 

Mother’s Day Stall 
Thank you to following Mums for coordinating the Mother’s Day Stall: Amanda Falzon and Sarah Lestal 
and those who also assisted at the Stall: Melissa Howden, Rosemary Polistina, Nicole Rebernik,  
Sarah Lestal and Amanda Falzon. 
 

In addition to our wrapping helpers on Tuesday 30 April, more Mother’s Day gifts were wrapped on  
Friday 3 May. Thank you to Amanda Falzon, Sarah Lestal Braid, Melissa Howden, Nicole Rebernik,  
Joanne Culley and Anissa Richardson for wrapping the remainder of our gifts. 
 

This year the Parent Group decided to try a different approach to the Mother’s Day stall. We did not have 
the usual gold coin mufti day as well as the donation of presents from the community as they were trying 
to keep the cost down for families. Resulting from these changes we ran this stall and the gifts at a loss 
of - $461.80. After meeting with the parents this Monday and sharing this outcome we discussed that we 
will need a different approach with Father’s Day to ensure we break even or make a profit. This does not 
by any means take away the hard work or the amount of time and energy given to create what I heard 
and saw from Mother’s were wonderful presents. 

 

SCHOOL DISCO 
Get your dancing shoes on ready for our Term 2 Fundraiser on Friday 14 June 5:00 - 7:00 pm. 
 
 
 
School Fees 
Please note that under the SCHOOL FEE POLICY as set out by the Catholic Education Office 
Parramatta: 
“A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the removal 
of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. One exception is that notice in writing will be 
accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the following year’s enrolment, that is, the  
notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in this circumstance.” 
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Diocesan Cross Country 

On Tuesday 7 May we had 25 students represent our school at the Diocesan Cross Country at Eastern 
Creek. Our students tried their very best on the day with some very good results achieved.  
Congratulations to the following students for their effort on the day! 
 

Ruari Brown, Skye Haladus, Bay Hill, Joseph Ezekiel, Georgia Mills, Susan Vella, Kalai Beedle,  
Nathan Howden, Julian Falzon, Richard Reales, Skyla Hill, Isabella Surenne, Marina Broz,  
Lilah Lestal-Braid, Monette Banda, Travis Howden, Nox Hill, Zachary Herrero, Dominic Kassouf, 
Monique Knight, Nishelle Nagaretnam, Maddison Reynolds, Keeva LeMaire, Nithika Pidikiti and 
Keoni Scrimmager. 
 

Sport 
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Learning 
NAPLAN 
In May 2019 the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed by 
students in Years 3 and 5. NAPLAN has the support of all State and Territory Education Ministers and will 
assess the literacy and numeracy skills of students across Australian schools. In 2019, all NAPLAN tests 
will be online except for Year 3 Writing.   
 

The results of the tests will provide important information to schools about what each student can do,  
and will be used to support teaching and learning programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their 
child’s level of achievement. Each student’s level of achievement will be reported against the national  
minimum standard. 
 

Student background information (student name, gender, date of birth, language background and  
Aboriginality) will be collected as part of the National Assessment Program. This information is treated 
confidentially and held securely to ensure that every student’s right to privacy is maintained. 
 

The NAPLAN tests will be conducted between 14-24 May 2019.  Catch up tests will occur throughout the 
test period for any students who were absent on the day of a test.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you are aware, Tuesday was the first day of NAPLAN online. The Australian Curriculum, Assessment 
and Reporting Authority (ACARA), who has responsibility for NAPLAN, has noted that were some  
connectivity issues in some schools. These issues are being investigated.  
 
We are currently checking to assess if there were any technical issues for our students. ACARA has given 
assurances that it has procedures to minimise any impact on our students, if they were disadvantaged. 
We will be contacting parents if we find any major concerns with the NAPLAN testing. 
 
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact the school. 

 
 

Week 3 

Monday 13 
May 

Tuesday 14 
May 

Wednesday 15 
May 

Thursday 16 
May 

Friday 17 May 

 Year 5 Writing 
Online 

  

Year 3 Writing 
paper test 

Year 3 Reading 
Online 

Year 5 Reading 
Online 

Year 5  
Language 

 Conventions 
Online 

Week 4 
Monday 20 

May 

Tuesday 21 
May 

Wednesday 22 
May 

Thursday 23 
May 

Friday 24 May 

Year 3  
Language  

Conventions 
Online 

Year 3 
 Numeracy 

Online 

Year 5  
Numeracy 

Online 
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St Nicholas of Myra’s Positive Playground Initiative 

In order to continue to acknowledge and build on the good choices of the students at St Nicholas of 
Myra on the playground, we are introducing the Positive Playground Initiative. 

 
This initiative involves the teacher giving a token out on the playground and naming the observable  
expectations. Some of these observable expectations may include; 

·   here is your token for being safe when you were walking on the concrete 
·   you were being respectful when you took your turn to be out 
·   you were being a learner when you asked about the rules before playing 
·   you were being respectful when you included Jon into the game 
·   you were being respectful when you handed the ball back 
·   you were being respectful when you put your rubbish in the bin 

 
The student then places their token into their 
stage box near the Kindergarten room.   
For this Term, the tokens will be counted for the 
duration of Weeks 4 - 7 and respectively in  
Weeks 8 – 10. The stage with the most number of 
tokens will receive 15 minutes of an activity which 
is negotiated between their teacher and the  
students during the following week. 
 

Writers Festival 
On Thursday the 2nd of May, Stage 2 and Stage 3 all walked down to the Joan Sutherland Centre in 

Penrith for the Sydney Writer's Festival. 

 
We were entertained and inspired by 4 authors; Katherine  
Rundell, writer of 'The Explorers' who shared her real life  
experiences with piranhas in the Amazon which inspired her for scenes in 
her story; R.A. Spratt, writer of 'The Peski Kids' entertained us with stories 
of her crazy life at home. Megan McDonald author of the famous 'Judy 
Moody ' books; finally we were blown away by Oliver Phommavanh with 
his zany, wacky humour that hit the kids at that 'just right' level. 
 
All four of the authors had advice, the biggest piece of which was for us all 
to READ, READ, READ. Through reading we learn to explore new places, 
ideas and language. All four of the writers were inspired from reading the 
work of other writers! 
 
Some of our students managed to have their books signed by the 
authors and Nox Hill in Stage 2 won one of the lucky door prizes.  

The students were amazing and represented themselves and our school beautifully. We had our lunch on 
the grass and walked back to school in the sunshine. It was a fabulous day!  

Learning 

It has come to our attention that the procedures around dropping off and collecting of children from 

the ‘Kiss and Drive’ zone are not being adhered to and are causing some concerns for the residents of 

Higgins Street. We have had a particular incident where a patient was trying to enter her doctor’s car 

park but it was blocked by a car belonging to a member of the St Nicholas community dropping off a 

child at school. 

Please be mindful of our neighbours and keep driveways clear. 
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Semester One Reports 2019 

Twice a year reports are sent home to give further information about the student’s learning. 
This is a time to celebrate their hard thinking and their effort towards their learning.  
A Half Yearly report is also a great time to set some goals to achieve for the second semester. It is  
important that if you have concerns about your child’s learning throughout the year to make an  
appointment with the teacher/s. 
 

Here is further information to assist Parents and Carers with understanding the staging of 
learning, this particularly affects Kindergarten (Early Stage 1) as they have one year to learn and achieve 
the BOSTES objectives and outcomes. 
 

This is a general guide, we know all children learn at different paces in different Key Learning Areas 
(KLAs) and in different areas of the KLAs i.e. English (Reading and Viewing, Composing (Writing) for  
example. The two year cycle of attainment allows for the growth and pace to be adjusted according to the 
students needs. If the student attains the current stage then they begin the next stages’ learning.  
Learning is a lifelong journey not a destination. 
 

Semester One (Half Yearly) Reports Stage Guide: 

Stage Stage/Class/ Grade 

Early Stage 1 (One year to achieve Stage 1 Objectives and Outcomes) 

Early Stage 1 Early Stage 1 Kindergarten 

Stage 1 (Two years to achieve Stage 1 Objectives and Outcomes) 

Introductory to Mid Stage 1 Year 1 

Mid Stage 1 - Later Stage 1 Year 2 

Stage 2 (Two years to achieve Stage 2 Objectives and Outcomes) 

Introductory to Mid Stage 2 Year 3 

Mid Stage 1 - Later Stage 2 Year 4 

Stage 3 (Two years to achieve Stage 3 Objectives and Outcomes) 

Introductory to Mid Stage 3 Year 5 

Mid Stage 1 - Later Stage 3 Year 6 

Could we kindly ask that you  

return your Project Compassion 

donations to school please. 

 

Thank you 



 

 

 

Tell Them From Me (TTFM) 

 

As part of our focus on school effectiveness, all CEDP schools including ours will be participating in an 
online survey for students – Tell Them From Me (TTFM).  The survey will provide us with valuable  
feedback on what our students think about school life, how engaged they are with school and the different 
ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the world have used the             
Tell Them From Me survey to help them improve. 
 

During 27 May to 14 June 2019, all students (Years 4 -6) will be given the opportunity and time to  
participate in this survey during regular school hours. Students who agree to complete the  
survey will be given a random username and password to access and complete the survey online.  
Students’ names cannot be linked to their responses which allows it to be completely anonymous. Results 
will show all student scores combined together – it is not possible to single out individual students in the 
results. 
 

The survey takes approximately 35-40 minutes to complete. The survey measures include such topics as 
emotional and social well-being and behaviours and attitudes linked to student success. The survey also 
allows students to give their thoughts and feedback in open-ended question responses. 
 

Participation in the survey is entirely voluntary. Your child will not take part if either you or your child do 
not wish to. If, during the survey, your child is uncomfortable answering any question, he/she should leave 
it blank and move on to the next one. Your child can stop the survey at any time. 
 

If you do not want your child to take part in the survey, please email the school this request with your 
child’s name.  This is not the first year we have participated in this survey, nor the only way in which we 
gain student voice. In previous years we completed the QCS survey (Quality Catholic Schools Survey).  
As with all data sets we collect we analyse this as a staff and create action plans from which to address 
areas of growth. 

 

Attendance 

CEDP Attendance Benchmark Target Level = 90% 

St Nicholas of Myra’s Current Attendance Level = 86.9% 

The Attendance Level % is a measure of regular school attendees (attending school more than 90% of the time). 
Congratulations to Year 3. All students in Year 3 currently have an Attendance Level of 90% or above. 

 

Attendance Concern Letters & Student Attendance Plan Meetings 

Whilst some students individually are achieving very positive attendance rates, others are having difficulty 
maintaining an attendance level above 90%. As per CEDP Absenteeism processes and  procedures,  
Attendance Concern Letters are issued to students who have an attendance rate that is classified as 
emerging absenteeism (<90%). 
 

The attendance of students who receive a Attendance Concern Letter is monitored by Mrs Vella, our  
Attendance Family Liaison Officer. If an improvement in attendance is not evident, parents may be 
contacted to arrange a time to meet to develop a Student Attendance Plan.   
 

If you require any assistance or guidance with improving your child’s attendance please make contact 
with the school. 
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Correspondence 
 School Athletics Carnival 

 Curriculum Overviews 

 Term 2 Calendar 

St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday  9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday   9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 

Objectives of Walk Safely 
to School Day 

 

 Encourage parents and 
carers to walk to school with 
primary school age children 

 To promote the health ben-
efits of walking and create reg-
ular walking habits 

 To help children develop 
vital road crossing skills and 
ensure   children up to the age 
of 10 hold an adult’s hand 
when crossing the road 

 Reduce car dependency 
and   traffic congestion 

 Reduce the level of air pol-
lution created by motor vehi-
cles 

 Promote the use of public 
transport 

These are some of the books 

we have been sharing in the 

Library this term……. 


