
Truth Through Learning 

St Nicholas of Myra School 
PO Box 265, Penrith 2751.    Phone: (02) 4752 3300 Fax:  (02) 4752 3399 

         Email: stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au     
                                               Website: http://www.stnicholaspenrith.catholic.edu.au             Term 4 Week 1                         

Thursday 17 Oct 

Sacrament of  

Confirmation 

St Nicholas Church 

5pm & 7:30pm 
 

Wednesday 23 Oct 

2020 Kindergarten 

Transition Meeting 

Child and Parent 

9:30 - 11 am 
 

Thursday 24 Oct 

Year 6 Fundraiser 

Cheese n’ Crack-

ers/Crackers n’ Dip 

at Fruit break 
 

Friday 25 October 

Stage 2 Excursion 

Nepean River 

 

12pm— Parish Mass 

Stage 1 

 

Monday 28 Oct 

9:10am - Parent 

Group Meeting 

All Welcome! 
 

Kindergarten  

Billy Carts  

Incursion 
 

Wednesday 30 Oct 

2020 Kindergarten 

Transition Meeting 

Child and Parent 

9:30 - 11 am 
 

Thursday 31 Oct 

Crazy Sock Day 

Gold Coin Donation 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families, 
 

At times you hear people reflecting on the ‘good old days,’ ‘back in my day’ 
….remember those days when we used to say “please” and “thank you” and “excuse 
me” and even made so bold a gesture as to open a door for an elderly person or to 
give preference of entry to a mother with small children. There was even a “once  
upon a time” era when parents tutored their children to give up their seat on a bus to 
an adult, particularly a pregnant woman, and to refrain from rowdy behaviour when 
in public places. So what has happened to courtesy and politeness and respect for 
the presence of other people. For many people “good manners” have come to be 
viewed as superficial and hypocritical – if they are actually thought about at all. 
 

However, you will notice that just about every business has in its guidelines for staff, 
the strong statement that “politeness and courtesy must at all times be at the       
forefront of customer relationships.” Recently, when browsing through a Traveller’s 
Guide, the following recommendation came to light: “So what are the essentials for  
a traveller bound for Austria, Germany or German Switzerland? Well, courtesy and 
politeness are a valuable asset in any language.” 
 

In these two instances “courtesy and politeness” are “valuable assets” because they 
help you achieve your goal to improve sales and to have a good holiday; but are 
they “valued”? If they were, then they would be seen as essential skills in need of 
being exercised and preserved in order to maintain a civil society. Courteous 
behaviour sets a standard of self-respect and respect for other people who then feel 
valued as fellow human beings. If we, personally, set out to grow as unique persons, 
then, we will learn to respect the uniqueness of others. 
 

Confucius has a thought to share that might be relevant to the influence of television, 
films and the lyrics of popular music, when he says: “If I am walking with two other 
men, each of them will serve as my teacher. I will pull out the good points of the one 
and imitate them, and the bad points of the other and correct them in myself.” 
 

As the first educators of their children, parents need to present themselves as strong 
role models to emphasise the importance of manners, courtesy, politeness and  
common respect. There is a “hidden” message in the following observation           
concerning the influence parents have on their children: 
 

“Children are natural mimics who act like their parents despite every effort to teach 
them good manners.” Author Unknown. 
 

St Paul has some marvellous words to offer us when he writes about love, an          
all- embracing principle for life: “... If I have no love, I am nothing... Love is patient 
and kind, it is not jealous or conceited or proud; love is not ill- mannered or selfish or 
irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; love is not happy with evil but is 
happy with the truth. Love never gives up. Love is eternal.” 1 Cor 13. 2-8 

In paraphrase it could be saying, “Always be respectful and express yourself in a 
polite and courteous manner”. Great news to share with children! 
“Jesus, the apostles were constantly inspired by the example of Your words and  
actions. May my children learn how to respect the presence of other people by the 
way, I respect them. May Your guiding Spirit be with me. Amen.”  
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Why this message now?  
1. We are entering into Mission Month; missionary work is the work of the heart and we don’t always 
 have to give money or food we can be kind to others and show respect in small ways every day. 
2. Our theme this year is be a rainbow in someone else's cloud. The rainbow symbolises the covenant 
 between God and us. We show His love by being kind, courteous and respectful to one another.  
3. Mother Teresa made a statement so relevant to Mary Mackillop’s action when she said, “Let no one 
 ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of God’s kindness, 
 kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile.” 
4. It is a timely reminder as we enter into the ‘silly season’ where patience often wears thin to be    
 courteous and polite. 

 

We pray; God our Father, we thank you for your “random act of kindness” that enabled us to have the    
children we do. Help us to establish kindness in our household/ school/ parish and local community, so it is 
found in our words, our attitudes and behaviours. Amen. 
 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 

Principal 
 

‘Socktober’ Sock it to Poverty - Crazy Sock Day  

Socktober is an initiative of Catholic Mission. One way in                                                                           
which our school can be involved is to fundraise and                                                                                  
engage in advocacy and formation activities for Catholic                                                                                
Mission during World Mission Month in October.                                                                                         
The ‘sock it to something’ concept is an Australian                                                                                                       
expression that means to strike out at.                                                                                                                 
We want to help Catholic Mission strike out at social issues,                                                                           
such as; poverty, child labour, child trafficking,                                                                                                                
homelessness and lack of education and to do so we also                                                                                   
need your practical support.  On Thursday 31 October                                                                                
the students are invited to wear a pair of crazy socks to school for a Gold Coin Donation. 

Please note this is not a mufti dress day and students are still required to wear their school uniform and 
shoes as per the School Uniform Policy. During Lunch, the Mission Team will be holding a Prayer session 
for students to reflect on poverty in the world. The Mission Team will also be organising a soccer ball    
kicking competition at Fruit Break for a coin donation.  

 

 

 

 

     

  

St Vincent de Paul 

Return and Earn 

175 containers were placed in 
our St Vinnie's recycling bins.                                                                      
This is equivalent to $17.50. 
Let’s keep up the great work 

to                                              
support St Vincent De Paul. 

Isabel Mrsic on a recent trip to Naples, Italy 
with a painting of St Nicholas of Myra. 
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Learning 
Action Plan Feedback from Visitors 
At the end of Term 3, we had a number of leadership teams from neighbouring Catholic Schools visit our 
school.  The aim of the visit was to share the progress of our 2019 Religion, English and Mathematics 
school goals.  During the visit, our visitors also did a learning walk around the school and provided very 
positive feedback: 
 

• In Kindergarten, the learning was differentiated and students were engrossed were in their  
 learning and articulate enough to talk about the task and learning. 

• Great to see the extension of Kindergarten students in Mathematics with the larger collections and 
 use of arrays even though not named in the Kindergarten syllabus for multiplication. 

• In Stage 1, students knew where to go for help. One took me over to where there was a whole lot 
 of words they could use to help them with their writing.   

• During the Stage 2 Quick Write, students knew exactly what they were working on improving.   
 They took me up to the Bump It Up Writing Wall without prompting and knew to have a look at the 
 next one to improve.   

• In Stage 2, students knew their learning goals and what they can use to help them achieve them. 

• In Stage 3, students were able to explain the Bump It Up Writing Wall and said they found it help-
ful  in their writing.  

• Stage 3 students were a good measure of their pride in their school and teachers. They had      
 sensible working conditions and could articulate why they chose to sit where they did. 

• Students in all stages were are able to clearly articulate their learning. 

• Overall students were engaged, on task and focused.  

• Bump It Up Writing Walls were evident in all stages. These are putting the responsibility back onto 
 the students to improve their writing.  

• The learning spaces are really inviting and make you want to stay in there longer. 

• For the WHAT and the WHY of the learning, students referred to the Learning Intentions and    
 Success Criteria.  

• It was great to see Maths equipment is being used all the way through K-6 to assist with learning. 

NEED SOME HELP OR HAVE A QUESTION?? 
  Who Do I Contact? 

 

For general information the ladies in the office can usually help. If they 
can’t they will direct you to the most appropriate staff member. 
For classroom-based matters relating to your child’s well-being and 
learning please contact your child’s teacher, they are in the best position 
to help you and your child.  
The next point of contact is Miss Teulan. 
After having explored these avenues, if you still require further            
assistance appointment can be made with Ms Knezevic by contacting 
the school office. 
 
 
How can I make an appointment ? 
By writing a note to your child’s teacher or the relevant staff member, emailing or phoning the school. Our 
office ladies will forward on emails and messages to the relevant staff. 
 
Please do not approach a teacher on the run or whilst they are on duty. 
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On Thursday, 26
th
 September, 100 Year 5 students from primary 

schools located around the Penrith Region came together to partake 
in St Dominic’s College’s 2019 Discovery Day. 

The day involved a series of STEAM related workshops that saw the 
students design and engineer their own Jaguar F1 car and produce 
both a team uniform and a marketing strategy. The boys were      
challenged to work within teams of four, with each member of the 
group having a particular role to play. 

Well done to all students that participated on the day. It was great to 
see so many young engineers being inspired by the science and 
mathematics behind F1 cars! 
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We emailed these important school date as the end of Term 3 as we know Term 4 is always full of learning 
and celebrations; if you have not done already, please add these important dates listed below to your  
calendars.  
  

Monday 14 October 2019 first day back for Term 4. 
  

2020 Kindergarten Enrolments 
Thank you for all enrolments we have received to date. We are currently at capacity and any further  
enrolments for 2020 Kindergarten will be placed on a waiting list. We look forward to this time together! 
  

Our 2020 Kindergarten Transition Mornings:  

• Term 4 Week 2 Wednesday 23 October 9:30 - 11:00 am. This is where one or both parents attend 
with      the new enrolment:  

         Religion, English and Mathematics  
  

• Term 4 Week 3 Wednesday 30  October 9:30 - 11:00. This is where one or both parents attend with 
 the new enrolment:  

  Dietician - Claudia Jah Jah 
  PBS4L - Rebecca Teulan and Hannah Khalifeh. 
  Contemporary Learning / School Readiness  - Anita Knezevic  
  

• Term 4 Week 4 Wednesday 6 November 9:30 - 11:00 am. This is where one or both parents attend 
with  the new enrolment:  

  Visitors, Parent’s Folders and Children’s Show Bags 
  Uniform - School and Library Bags, Tab Ties etc  
  Liturgy 
 

Potential Call Back for Kindergarten Transition Week 5 Wednesday 13 November 9:30 - 11:00 am.  
  

Week 8  

• Swim School/Program (for one week) Monday 2 - Friday 6 December 

• St Nicholas of Myra Feast Day - Christmas Concert Friday 6 December 

  Week 9 

• Friday 13 December 2019 

• 9:30am - End of Year / Graduation Mass in the Church 

• Approximately 10:45am - Graduation Ceremony (begins after the Mass in the school hall) 

• 1:30pm - End of Year Awards Ceremony in the Church 

Week 10 

• Swimming Carnival Tuesday 17 December 2019    

      Last day for Students Wednesday 18 December 2019 

  
 

Important School Dates 
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Safety and Learning 
Given the unfortunate circumstances that unravelled in the school holidays, it was a timely reminder for me 
to communicate how grateful I am that this incident occurred when our students were not on the premises. 
My heart goes out to all of those who were affected by this event. However I also felt it is important for you 
to know, as parents, we practice Emergency Drills/ Procedures each term every year. For instance, in  
Term 3 we practised a lock down in learning time /spaces.  
 
Each Term we practise two drills with the students and staff. The first drill everyone knows what, when and 
how to complete the emergency we are rehearsing. The students and adults are explicitly taught and 
walked through the procedures. The second is the students and staff know what emergency and which 
week but not when.   
 
In the first drill; teachers explicitly teach what we do, how we do it and the expectations that are required 
from the students and from the staff. These are reflected in our school expectations (I am safe, I am       
respectful and I am a learner.) We then gain feedback from the students and staff and make modifications 
to our procedure if necessary.  
 
The second drill in the same term is repeated however this time the staff and students know which week 
but not when. We then gain feedback from the modified procedures from students and staff and make    
further changes to our procedures if necessary.  
 
Over the course of the year we practice for;  

• Fire (Gas Leaks, Bush, Electrical) / Bomb Threats 

• Lock Downs from the playground 

• Lock Downs whilst we are in the learning space 
 
We do our utmost to ensure and value the safety of anyone present in our school. We regularly practise 
and review these procedures to ensure we are as prepared as we can be for these incidents. We hope that 
the only experiences we will have are these drills.  
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Stage 2 and 3 Police Talk 
 

Senior Constable Tracey Gallen, Penrith Youth Liaison Office, visited Stage 2 and 3 
on Monday and went through the effects of bullying, inappropraite behaviour and 
cyberbullying. Her presentation was extremely well received by the students with lots 
of positive feedback. Children are gaining access to social media sites at a younger 
age, which could expose them to content, people or situations that are out of their 
depth and which they're not emotionally prepared for.  
 

Stage 2 

“It was to learn to information she told us. It was good to learn about about being safe online, passwords 
and online games”. Lachlan  
“She told us that we needed to be safe and to tell our parents if people online are asking us to do things”. 
Maryam  
“I learnt to use different passwords like ‘pineapplebluehorse’ online”. Brendan  
“I learnt that social media can be dangerous. You need to be careful about what you put on your          
accounts.”. Susan  
 

Stage 3 

‘I learnt that we should always act safely online.’ Rachel 
‘I learnt that not everyone online is who they say they are and we need to be careful.’ Mia 

‘I learnt that we should be careful about who we talk to when online.” Sarah 

‘I learnt not to put personal information into profiles because it can be dangerous.’ Anita 

‘I learnt that we need to be careful when talking in game chat rooms.’ Nash 

‘I learnt to not use our real name as a username when creating a profile online.’ Isaac 

‘I learnt not to put a lot of personal information into your profile.’ Maree 

‘I learnt that we should really think about the passwords we are using when creating an online account.’ 
Bay 

‘I learnt to not post inappropriate stuff online or share with my friends because it will always be there.’ 
Brown 
 

Dr Richard Woolfson, child psychologist said: 'The internet offers wonderful experiences for growing and 
inquisitive young minds. Yet, as social media has removed the barriers between a young person's public 
and private self, children can become vulnerable, and compulsive online sharing can lead to danger.’  
 

Please help your children to be safe online. 
 

Safety and Learning 



 
 

 

Catholic Culture 
Lasagne and Macaroni Cheese Day 
Thank you to Clare Fidler and Nicole Rebernik for coordinating and serving at our Lasagne and Macaroni 
Cheese Day in Term 3 Week 9. The children appreciated the yummy, warm pasta meals served on the 
day. We raised $69.40. 
 
Parent Group 
Thank you to the Parent Group for three terms of greatness! We are so blessed by          
everyone’s generosity of time, support and energy. As always, any Parent/Carer is          
welcome to attend these meetings. This terms meetings are on Monday 28 October at 
9.10am (Week 3) and Monday 18 November June at 9.10am (Week 6). As is our usual 
process we will send out self nomination forms for 2020 Parent Group. We do encourage 
new people in the roles which is why we ask for a one year commitment. This enables eve-
ryone to have an opportunity to bring their ideas and thoughts to our school.           
Please keep a lookout for when this note is sent home. In the meantime please think and pray deeply to 
see if you are able to regularly contribute to 2020. 
 

Uniforms - why bother! 
We hear comments from parents regarding; that following up after uniforms are ‘small things.’ I would like 
to challenge this thinking. From our perspective (and a vast majority of parents), we see our uniform as the 
representation of pride in ourselves and as a school community. It is an acknowledgement of our Catholic 
Identity in our local community, its acknowledgement of partnership between our parents and us as a 
school in which we pray, live and learn. Wearing the full correct uniform is the first step in a child gaining 
both a sense of discipleship (independence) and belonging (to our school / faith community). It is the next 
step of responsibility from home to school; to care and look presentable; hair styles, to take care of        
belongings like jumpers, hats etc. By supporting and working together with the ‘small’ things it helps to   
develop regular habits of success, independence and grows responsibility.  
 

As we are in Spring and as such the weather is unpredictable. We expect a common sense approach to 
the uniform i.e if the weather is forecast to 28 degrees then students can wear their full proper summer 
uniform; black shoes, proper socks etc as outlined in the uniform policy. If your child is still comfortable in 
wearing their winter uniform given the changes in the weather during this season than it is expected they 
wear proper winter uniform; i.e. long pants and shirt, tunic etc. Monday 28 October  (Week 3) is when it is 
required that students wear full summer uniform. 
  

St Nicholas of Myra School has quite a range of second hand summer uniforms for sale at $5 per item. We 
have plenty of girl's and boy's shirts, sports shirts, and some shorts and skorts. If you require any, please 
call the office to check out our range of clothing. 
  

Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.  

Label me please! 

Label me please! 
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Gala Days 

Thank you St Nicholas of Myra community for supporting your school with 
the Woolies Earn and Learn promotion. We were able to purchase a range 
of sporting equipment with our rewards.  
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School Upgrades—During the holidays 
 

School Upgrades from this holiday period! 
The Learning Space when used strategically is often referred to the third/fourth teacher in the room.     
This assists to grow our students as independent learners,  we use the walls around all our spaces to 
show   learning progress or exemplars for students to aim towards. Students can reflect where their  
writing sits on the wall as well as use the word walls to assist in their writing. This year we have  
strategically upgraded  Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 Learning Spaces with a beautiful blue sapphire colour 
felt boards on their main walls. All of our spaces will continue to be upgraded over the years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Stage 1 

Stage 1 over the next two weekends will be having cupboards and joinery installed in their wet area. This 
will assist the students and staff when they are being creatively messy in any Key Learning Area. We did 
aim for all of this to be completed during the holidays however best plans are not always achieved.      
This will also add greater flexibility to our school in the future.  
 

 
Playground  
A section of our playground was starting to bubble and cause tripping hazards for students, staff and    
visitors. In order to provide a safe space for all, we have not only replaced this section but also relevelled 
the ground underneath to do two main functions;  

1. is to divert the water towards the larger drains and real grass area when it rains and 
2. Is to provide an even playing surface. 

 

The trees from the front of our school 
The Penrith Council, during the holiday period also removed the trees from this car park area as they were 
a trip hazard for our local community.  
 
 
Playground Initiative  
Congratulations to the term 3 winners of the Positive Playground Initiative. The weeks 1-5 winners of the 
initiative were Stage 3 and Stage 1 and the winners for weeks 6-10 were Stage 3. These stages were able 
to celebrate their success with their chosen reward time.  
 

 
 
 

The Positive Playground Initiative is continuing this term. Students can earn tokens for demonstrating the 
expectations on the playground and double tokens given to the focus of clean areas and lining up.  
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Andros SOURLAS K 

Esha NATH K 

Harrison DONALDSON K 

Janelle ROSARIO K 

John WOOD K 

Michael REALES K 

Olivia ARMITSTEAD K 

Thomas FALZON K 

Angelica DAVID 1 

Brayden WATTS 1 

Cindy GUO 1 

Deante MERENDA 1 

Eden BLASZCZYK 1 

Gagana PIDIKITI 1 

Nabhya SINGH 1 

Nicholas FALZON 1 

Angelo ISAAC 2 

Ella HERBERT 2 

Grace MEYER 2 

Hannah REBERNIK 2 

Joseph HADCHITI 2 

Zain DANIL 2 

Allanah WALKER 3 

Beau BROWN 3 

Christian FALZON 3 

Dominic KASSOUF 3 

Jacob WHITE 3 

HERO Awards 

Aubrey PARKER 4 

Jeremy KENNEDY 4 

Kayla KARNCHANAKUL 4 

Mark DANIL 4 

Mina KEDIS 4 

Odessa GIBBS 4 

Weskerr ALAMGIR 4 

Joseph EZEKIEL 5B 

Mia BARRETT 5B 

Nash NEILL 5B 

Nathan HOWDEN 5B 

Rachel IDRIS 5B 

Sakethram HARIPRASAAD 5B 

Monette BANDA 5G 

Raymin LESLIE 5G 

Richard REALES 5G 

Brown MATHEW 6 

Charlene ABELGAS 6 

Ellie WALKER 6 

Elyssa GREENTREE 6 

Evie GIBBS 6 

Hayden KENNEDY 6 

Jayden VARLOW 6 

Lachlan CRISS 6 

Maree DANKHA 6 

Nellie ARCHER 6 

Nithika PIDIKITI 6 

Talya AROKIANATHAN 6 

Congratulations to the following children for achieving their HERO Award (Here Every Day Ready 
Ontime) for Term 3 Weeks 6 - 10.  
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Correspondence 

☺ Socktober - Sock it to Poverty 

Thursday 31 Oct 

☺ Year 6 Fundraiser - Cheese n’ 

Crackers/Crackers n’ Dip 

☺ Email - Bereavement Mass 

St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday  9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday   9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 

Family Fun Day 
Riding for the Disabled 

 
Saturday 26 October from 10am to 4pm 

 
Includes: 

Face Painting 
Mini Horse Show 

Petting Zoo 
Jumping Castle 
Camel Petting 

Pony Rides 
address: 18 Samuel Marsden Road Orchard Hills N.S.W. 2748  

postal: PO Box 862 Kingswood N.S.W. 2747  phone: 02 9623 4173  e-
mail: 

Nepean@rdansw.org.au  website: www.rdansw.org.au  

mailto:Nepean@rdansw.org.au
http://www.rdansw.org.au/

