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Fri 6 September 

STAFF  

DEVELOPMENT DAY 
 

Mon 9 September 

Kindergarten Science 

Materials Due 
 

Tues 10 September 

ICAS Writing 
 

Wed 11 September 

ICAS Spelling Bee 
 

Stage 2 Touch  

Football Gala Day 

Notes Due 
 

K—2 Gymnastics 
 

Thurs 12 September 

Yrs 3—6 Gymnastics 
 

Fri 13 September 

Stage 2 Touch  

Football Gala Day 
 

Parish Mass Stage 2 
 

Tues 17 September 

ICAS English 
 

2:15pm 

End of Term  

Assembly  
 

Wed 18 September 

ICAS Mathematics 
 

K—2 Gymnastics 
 

Thurs 19 September 

Newsletter 
 

Yrs 3—6 Gymnastics 
 

Fri 20 September 

STAFF  

DEVELOPMENT DAY 

 

Dear St Nicholas of  Myra Families,  
 

Ready for a little poetry? Probably, you will be able to guess the age of the poet.  
 

“A dad is a person who is loving and kind,  
And often he knows what you have on your mind.  
He’s someone who listens, suggests and defends.  
A dad can be one of your very best friends.” 
 

Children who can write poems like this are saying that they feel that they really  
matter and are important in the lives of their fathers. A father can do a lot for a child 
but it is the emotional bond that the child feels, that their dad is really there for them 
and that their welfare and progress socially, intellectually and emotionally really  
matter to their dad. 
 

As men have become more concerned about balancing work and family, they have 
recognised the enormous benefits, rewards and satisfaction from being a good  
parent. They see that the emotional investment they make in their children comes 
back to them in terms of making them more open and more satisfied as an adult  
human being. 
 

However, being a dad entails knowing when to shift gear and move into a role that is 
appropriate to the development of our child. Mark Twain’s witty observation has 
some advice to offer: “When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could 
hardly stand to have him around. When I got to 21, I was astonished at how much  
he had learned in seven years.” 
 

One thing that we dad’s have to do is to make a conscious change in the way we 
handle our children when they reach adolescence. In our child’s young life we are, 
traditionally, the provider and the rule maker. When our child becomes a young 
 teenager, we need to make a shift towards being an adviser, confidant and  
guidance counsellor. Instead of imposing rules, we can listen and allow our child to 
take some of the responsibility for making decisions and gradually take on a more 
adult role, while we provide the emotional security, nurturing and warmth that our 
child needs. 
If we fail to make the shift, we run the risk of giving our child the Mark Twain 
experience – a dad “gone missing” for seven years. 
 

Oxford University’s “Tomorrow’s Men Project”, surveyed more than 1500 boys  
between the ages of 13 and19 and proved the importance of the role of a father. 
More than 90% of boys who 
felt that their fathers spent 
time with them and took an 
interest in their progress 
emerged in the “can-do”  
category. By contrast 72% of 
those who felt that their 
fathers rarely or never did 
these things fell into the group 
with the lowest self-esteem 
and confidence and exhibited 
behavioural problems. 
 
 

Dress like ‘Dad’ Day! 
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There is much truth in the observation that “A man’s garden and his children both reflect the amount of 
nurturing done during the growing season”. Author unknown. So, how about some more of that poem: 
 

“Thank you, dad,  
for listening and caring for giving and sharing’  
but, especially,for just being you. Happy Father’s Day!” 
 

God, our Father, 
thank You for the difference between men and women: we eat differently, we dress differently, we smell 
differently, we cope with life differently. 
Help us to use who we are for the benefit of our children. 
May the guidance of Your wisdom and love be always with us. Amen. 
 

Peace and Joy 

Anita Knezevic 
 

 

Thank you to Kindergarten for a wonderful reverent Mass! They 
were so sweet and brave to read and lead prayers in front of so 
many people.  
 
Father’s Day Morning Tea 
Thank you to Kindergarten for providing such a scrumptious 
morning tea for our special dads, grandfathers and father-like 
figures. It was such a great spread of sweet and savoury treats 
and it was awesome to see so many people come and join us for 
this community celebration and appreciation. A special thanks to 
our organiser, Sarah Lestal-Braid and her helpers Helena Steed, 
Maria-Luisa Patisso and Nicole Rebernik for setting up, serving 
and cleaning up at the Morning Tea. 

 
Father’s Day Stall 
Thank you to our Father’s Day Coordinator, Mrs Helena Steed and her assistants Nicole Rebernik and 
Felicia Meyer for so efficiently setting up and helping the St Nicholas children select their special gifts for 
dad ready for Father’s Day.  
 
Hot Dog Day 
The St Nicholas of Myra children were spoilt with a warm fun food Hot Dog Day on a wintry Thursday   
29 August. This was coordinated by Mrs Helena Steed with assistance from Clare Fidler (counting      
orders) and Mrs Nicole Rebernik (counting orders and serving). Thank you to our wonderful parent    
helpers for making these days possible. We raised $201.07 
 
Uniform and the Weather 

As the weather is unpredictable we require a transitional approach to school uniform. Whilst technically 
we are in winter uniform still, if the weather is going to be hot then as long as the children are in their full 
summer uniform this is acceptable. Another day/s we may have cold rainy days then their full winter 
 uniform may be more preferable.  
 

The final date for the changeover from winter to summer uniform is Friday 25 October 2019.   
From the 28 October full summer uniform is required.  
 
NAPLAN Results 
The student’s NAPLAN reports will be distributed to the families as soon as they are received by the 
school. 
 

 

 

Catholic Culture 
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Netball Gala Day 
Me and my friends went to the Netball gala day. It was so fun, we won 3 games, lost 3 games and tied 1. 
It was the best gala day ever. Akshata 
 

We were lucky we got breaks because it was tiring. Most of the teams were fair and we cheered if we 
weren’t playing. Netball is my new favourite sport. Isabel 
 
 

It was a really fun gala day. I got really excited when I got 3 goals and Emara got her trick shot. Lolah 

Sporting News 
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Gold Awards 
1 Knox CURREY 

1 Lachlan MCINTOSH 

1 Harmoni HILL 

2 Byron FAAPOI 

2 Travis HOWDEN 

3 Dominic KASSOUF 

5B Benjamin WALKER 

5B Raymin Leslie 

5B Sakethram HARIPRASAAD 

Silver Awards 
K Michael REALES 

K Alana DEOLIVEIRA 

1 Max FAAPOI 

1 Knox CURREY 

1 Samara COULTON 

1 Lachlan MCINTOSH 

1 Gagana PIDIKITI 

1 Nicholas FALZON 

1 Harmoni HILL 

2 Zain DANIL 

2 Amelia FIDLER 

2 Emilia WALKER 

2 Byron HANLEY 

2 Nevaeh COULTON 

2 Grace MEYER 

2 Travis HOWDEN 

2 Deng GARANG 

2 Joseph HADCHITI 

3 Susan VELLA 

3 Dominic KASSOUF 

5B Benjamin WALKER 

5B Sakethram HARIPRASAAD 

5B Anita STEED 

6 Elyssa GREENTREE 

6 Monique KNIGHT 

  

Awards 

Congratulations Nabhya Singh for being the 
first student at at St Nic’s to finish the  
Premiers Reading Challenge.  

Our Matific winners. Well done to 
Nithika Pidikiti Richard Reales  
Emara Aurisch Allanah Walker 
Nabhya Singh  and John Wood 
Stephanie O’Conner (Absent) 
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Merit Awards 
K Tia-Rose BROWN 

K John WOOD 

K Harrison DONALDSON 

K Adhya DEY 

1 Avaleigh FAUCETT 

1 Jadey LAU 

1 Angelica DAVID 

1 Eliza KASSOUF 

2 Nevaeh-Rae SULUAPE 

2 Byron FAAPOI 

2 Angelo ISAAC 

2 Rishi RENJU 

3 Jayden TEUMA 

3 Oliver FELTON 

3 Christian FALZON 

3 Beau BROWN 

4 Larena XIBERRAS 

4 Jeremy KENNEDY 

4 Isabella POLISTINA 

4 Akshata KARTHIKEYAN 

5B Jayden HARVEY 

5B Mia BARRETT 

5B Sarah CANNING 

5B Joshua CHRISTIAN 

5G Verity RODRIGUES 

5G Keeva LEMAIRE 

5G Julian FALZON 

5G Samuel RICHARDSON 

6 Selena MIRUKAJ 

6 Nellie ARCHER 

6 Evie GIBBS 

6 Brown MATHEW 

Jadey Lau   Deante Merenda  Uzziah Scrimmager 
Reading Recovery  
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Andros SOURLAS K 

Anna DISSANAYAKE K 

Esha NATH K 

Jake HANNAFORD K 

Michael REALES K 

Tvaritha VINOTHKUMAR K 

Alfonzo MICALLEF 1 

Avaleigh FAUCETT 1 

Eden BLASZCZYK 1 

Max HANLEY 1 

Michael NAGARETNAM 1 

Michelina HEAD 1 

Samara COULTON 1 

Simone HARVEY 1 

Sophia YANG 1 

Byron HANLEY 2 

Everlyn STEEN 2 

Grace MEYER 2 

Isaac JOINES 2 

Nevaeh COULTON 2 

Rishi RENJU 2 

Travis HOWDEN 2 

Will SIMMONS 2 

Zain DANIL 2 

Amisha NAGARETNAM 3 

Christian FALZON 3 

Thomas MUELLER 3 

Basem ASKANDER 4 

Mark DANIL 4 

Oliver SIMMONS 4 

Ethan JOINES 5B 

Lara WHITE 5B 

Nathan HOWDEN 5B 

Sakethram HARIPRASAAD 5B 

Keeva LEMAIRE 5G 

Maddison REYNOLDS 5G 

Richard REALES 5G 

Elyssa GREENTREE 6 

Jayden VARLOW 6 

Ruari BROWN 6 

Talya AROKIANATHAN 6 

Congratulations to the following students who have 
achieved the Here Everyday Ready Ontime (H.E.R.O) 
Award for full attendance for Term 3 Weeks 1—5.  

Hero Attendance Awards 
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Tell Them From Me (TTFM) 
 

Thank you to all of the students, staff and parents (20) who completed this survey. As with any survey  
conducted we share the results. 
 

Staff 
Likes 

- Staff feel well supported by leadership members. 
- Staff feel they work together to improve learning and provide meaningful experiences. 
- The professional development links to our school goals and student needs.  
- Staff have regular communication with parents. 
- Staff know the school goals and use them to set goals with students. 
- Staff feel they are provided with good opportunities to engage in prayer.  
 

Opportunities/ Next Steps 

- Provide opportunities for teachers to observe each other and give feedback.  
 

Students (Years 4-6) 
Likes 

- Students find school useful and value the learning.  
- Students feel their learning has a clear purpose and feedback helps them to learn.  
- 86% of students feel they are challenged in English and Maths. 
- Students feel teachers are responsive and supportive, providing encouragement and advice.  
- Students feel they have friends at school they can trust and encourage them to make positive choices. 
- Students feel they able to participate in a range of sporting activities.  
- Students feel they are provided with good opportunities to engage in prayer and grow in their  
   understanding of Jesus.   
 

Opportunities/ Next Steps 

- Investigate different ways we can support students with anxiety. 
- Try to find different ways to further engage students (particularly boys) in their learning as they move into      
Stage 3. 
 

Parents 

Likes 

- Parents feel they can talk to teachers.  
- Parents feel they are well informed about school activities.  
- Parents feel students have clear expectations of school behaviour and supports positive behaviour. 
- Majority of parents feel their child has been treated fairly. 
- Improved data on physical bullying. 
- Parents feel they support their child’s learning at home. 
- Parents feel the schoool helps their child grow in their understanding of Jesus. 
 

Opportunities/ Next Steps 

- PBS4L focus on social and verbal bullying. 
- Continue to inform parents about school goals through school newsletter and show student samples on 
Seesaw.  
 



 
 

 

ICAS competitions 
Congratulations to the following students for their active learning by participating in the ICAS Digital     
Technologies and Science Competitions this week. 
 
ICAS Digital Technologies    ICAS Science 
Jacob White (Yr 3)     Jacob White (Yr 3) 
Richard Reales (Yr 5)    Angela Daniel (Yr 3) 
Audrey Sullivan (Yr 5)    Richard Reales (Yr 5) 
Jayden Harvey (Yr 5)     Lara White (Yr 5) 
Lara White (Yr 5)     Talya Arokianathan (Yr 6) 
Tayla Arokianathan (Yr 6)    Nellie Archer (Yr 6) 
Nellie Archer (Yr 6)     Nicholas Steed (Yr 6) 
 
A reminder that this year all ICAS assessments are online except for Year 3 & 4 Writing Assessments 
which will be completed as a paper assessment. With the movement online, there have been some        
interruptions due to technical difficulty.  Addtional time was given to students who experienced this during 
their assessment.  
 
Dates for futue ICAS assessments: 

• Writing- Tuesday 10 September 

• Spelling Bee- Wednesday 11 September 

• English- Tuesday 17 September 

• Mathematics- Wednesday 18 September  

Positive Playground Initiative Reward 

This term Stage One were the first winners of the Positive Playground Initiative reward. Stage One were 
able to earn the most amount of tokens for following the three expectations of being Safe, Respectful and a 
Learner on the playground. Stage One were able to nominate a reward that they would like and vote for a 
range of activities to take part in.  
 

‘We had a variety of reward activities nominated but our winning reward was hide and go seek tip on the 
playground. It was very exciting and a fun game to play altogether. We loved it so much!’ 
 - Scarlett Parkes 
 



 

Truth Through Learning 

Correspondence 

☺ Stage 2 Touch Football Gala 

Day—selected students 

☺ Netball Gala Day—selected 

students 

☺ Library overdue notes 

St Nicholas of Myra Parish  
326 High St Penrith 

4721 2509 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am & 

  6:00pm 

 

Weekday  Masses: 

Monday  9.30am 

Tuesday  6:45am, 9.30am 

Wednesday  6:45am, 9:30am 

Thursday   9:30am 

Friday   6:45am, 12:10pm 


